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Executive Committee 

President: Silja Shjarback 
shjaresa@fidalgo.net  
Vice President:  
Catherine Houck  
chouck8@msn.com 
Secretary: Polly Dubbel 
hooverdubbel@gmail.com 
Co-Treasurers: 
Jennifer Aggergaard 
aggergaad@comcast.net 
Gina Thomas 
ginat123@comcast.net 
  
Board of Directors 

Principal: Peter Donaldson 
pdonaldson@asd103.org 
Fundraising Chair:  
Suzy Gilbert 
suzygilbert@gmail.com  
Staff  Appreciation/Co-
Hospitality: Megan 
Atterberry 
luccalily@comcast.net 
Staff  Appreciation/Co-
Hospitality: Jessica Notaro 
jessicanotaro@me.com 
Membership Co-chair: 
Emily Hylton 
emilyhylton@comcast.net 
Membership Co-chair: 
Leslie Tysseling 
casaverdegi@hotmail.com 
Communication:  
Kathleen Horr  
kathandruss@msn.com 
Volunteer Coordinator & 
eblast: 
Susan Butler 
sjb1992@gmail.com 
Legislative: Tanya Twete 
DTTwete@gmail.com 
Dads of Great Students 
(DOGS): Jonathan Vander 
Schuur jj2672@yahoo.com 
Harvest Festival-Fall Fami-
ly Nights: Kelly Switzer  
switz24@hotmail.com 

 
Ad-Hoc Committees 

Winter Reading Program & 
Safety Committee:  
John Dumas 
luccalily@comcast.net  
Reflections & Mustang 
Points: Aimee Rudge 
aimeerudge@gmail.com 
Reading is Fundamental:  
Kim Dotzauer 
kimtraviserik 
@frontier.com 
PTA Website: 
Sarah Nichols 
sarah@aquarianaudio.com 
Newsletter: Russ Horr 
kathandruss@msn.com 
Box Tops Co-chair:  
Sunni Ausland  
ausland@comcast.net 
Box Tops Co-chair:  
Ellen Kline 
ellenkline@comcast.net 
Mustang Wear Sales: 
Kathryn Jones 
jones-family@live.com 
Yearbook: Melinda Moore 
mmoore@asd103.org  
Missoula Children's Thea-
ter:  (MCT): Open 
eScrip: Open 
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 Hello parents and families! 
What an amazing start to the 
school year. We’ve already put 
two full weeks behind us and 
with as much going on as there 
is, it sometimes feels as if we’ve 
been here for a couple of  
months. Students and staff are 
getting into steady routines and 
everyday learning. Even our kin-
dergartners are starting to settle 
down somewhat. I’m spending a 
lot of time in the classrooms dur-
ing each school day and I’m al-
ways impressed by what I see. 
Whether it’s a reading workshop 
in first grade, second graders 
doing “movement” with Mrs. 
Orsini, or sixth graders meeting 
on the carpet to talk about mem-
oirs, this is an amazing school. 
 I’ve been holding informa-
tional discussions with teachers 
recently to reflect on last year’s 
instruction and identify improve-
ments for this year. We are also 
continuing to work hard on the 
new principal-teacher evaluation 
model the district is piloting 
along with the state’s Office of 
Superintendent of Public Instruc-
tion (OSPI) and the October 3 no 
school day for students is part of 
this process. We are using the 
day as an all-district professional 
development day to support the 
WA State education reform bill 
that called for significant chang-
es in the principal and teacher 
evaluations including a four-
level evaluation ranking instead 
of just two (satisfactory and un-
satisfactory) which most school 
districts have. For more infor-
mation on the state pilot project 
of which Anacortes is just one of 
nine districts doing this incredi-
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Where is Science Detective 
Class? The board has decided to 
discontinue this PTA sponsored 
program due to science being 
taught by Mrs. Damarjian, sci-
ence specialist, to all 2nd-6th 
grade students.  
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dents to be here on time and in 
class and thank you for your help 
making it happen. 
����  Rachel’s Challenge: Our 
school has been given a unique 
opportunity to participate in a 
special school assembly on Octo-
ber 17th at 2 pm. Rachel Scott was 
the first victim killed at Colum-
bine High School on April 20, 
1999. Her acts of kindness and 
compassion coupled with the con-
tents of her six diaries touched the 
lives of thousands of people and 
become the foundation for one of 
the most life-changing school 
programs in America. Rachel’s 
Challenge inspires, equips, and 
empowers each person to create a 
permanent positive culture 
change in their school. Called the 
Chain Reaction, it is designed to 
break down barriers and influence 
students. We are also sending 
some of our sixth graders to the 
middle school that week for a 
special training opportunity so 
they can become ambassadors for 
the program and promote acts of 
kindness when they return to 
Mount Erie. There is an evening 
event for parents and the commu-
nity on October 18th at Brodniak 
Hall from 6:30-7:30 pm. For 
more information, go to 
www.rachelschallenge.org.  
 I’m so excited about the com-
ing year and the direction for our 
school. Please contact me with 
any questions or concerns you 
may have and feel free to call or 
set up an appointment with me 
through our school secretary, 
Monique Starkovich. I am here to 
help each of you. At Mount Erie 
we CARE (Cooperation, Attitude, 
Respect, Effort). 

ble work, go to http://
www.k12.wa.us/EdLeg/TPEP/
default.aspx. The Staff and I are 
also talking about how to prepare 
for the new goal-setting confer-
ences scheduled for early No-
vember and I will have more 
information on that in the com-
ing weeks.�
 Here are some important up-
dates and program highlights: 
���� � Open House: October 6th from 
5:30-7 pm. For the first time 
since I have been at Mount Erie, 
we’re going to host an all-school 
dinner for parents, students, 
teachers, and family during the 
open house. The open house is a 
great opportunity to see your 
child’s classroom, visit the li-
brary, and see all of our facili-
ties. Dinner will be served in the 
gym all evening long so feel free 
to stop by when it best suits you, 
either before you start visiting, in 
between, or after you’re done. 
Make sure to thank the school 
PTA leadership for their help, 
especially Megan Atterberry, as 
well as Paula Lindbo with Ana-
cortes School District Food Ser-
vices. We are looking forward to 
a great community event.�
����  Attendance: The school at-
tendance program “Every Stu-
dent Every Day” continues with 
great enthusiasm and results and 
I’m already seeing a different 
attitude with students. Some 
classes are very close to spelling, 
“ATTENDANCE”. For each day 
a class has no absences or tardy 
students, they are awarded a let-
ter and once they spell the entire 
word, they receive a pizza party 
as an award. Remember, it is 
very important for all our stu-

 Mt. Erie Elementary launched a new program called, “Every 
Student, Every Day” which is designed to improve student attend-
ance. Research has shown that the best single predictor of school 
success is attendance; being on time to school and attending every 
day. As early as kindergarten, multiple tardiness and absences can 
cause a child to fall behind academically and socially and chronic 
absences are a reliable predictor of non-completion of high school.  
 Absences are not just a problem for the children who are not in 
class. Whole classrooms can be affected if the teacher has to repeat 
information or slow down to help tardy or absent students catch up.   
 Our goal at Mount Erie is to improve student attendance and 
through this, we will improve our student learning. Thank you for 
your help. 
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 Mt. Erie Elementary has an 
awesome school community 
and working together with the 
PTA helps keep it that way! 
One of the ways to do this is 
through a fun program called 
MUSTANG POINTS. 
 Throughout the year, clas-
ses earn Mustang Points and 
have a friendly competition 
with other classes in their 
group: K-2nd, 3rd & 4th, and 5th 
& 6th grade. Classes with the 
most points at the end of the 
trimesters are rewarded with a 
prize. In the past, winning clas-
ses have gotten small prizes, 
special recesses, or even pizza 

parties. 
 Families can help classes 
earn Mustang Points by sup-
porting PTA events. At PTA 
events, a sign-in sheet is put 
out and parents should sign it 
to make sure your class gets 
more points. Points are also 
awarded for attending PTA 
meetings, being a PTA mem-
ber, serving on committees, 
and participating in different 
service projects. Progress can 
be tracked on the bulletin board 
just inside the front doors. Help 
us make this a record-breaking 
year of Mustang Points! GO 
MUSTANGS! 
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 The Mt. Erie Mustang Singers began rehearsing again on Sep-
tember 22, 2011. Led by teacher Ginger Orsini, the group meets 
regularly on Thursdays after school from 3:30-4:30pm and is 
open to boys and girls in 3rd-6th grades. Anyone wishing to join 

can look forward to learn-
ing about singing, experi-
encing the pleasure of mak-
ing music together, and 
performing for many ap-
preciative audiences. 
      The Mustang Singers 
rehearse and practice from 
September through March 
and have performances in 
December and March. Ex-
pectations are for singers to 
attend all rehearsals and 

performances but if there are any conflicts, they can usually be 
worked out. Students will come to realize there is discipline and 
commitment to being in the choir since the goal is to increase 
their skills but through this they will learn and grow and become 
the best performing group they can be. 
 Upcoming Mustang Singers events include: 
�  October 4, 4th and 5th grade students will go Brodniak Auditori-
um from 10–11am to sing with other district students in an annual 
event entitled “Get America Singing”. They will sing together en 
mass and listen to high school students, the An-o-chords, as well 
as some special performers. The event is sponsored by the An-o-
chords and is a celebration of singing. Parents who want to join us 
at Brodniak are welcome but must be prepared to sing along. The 
theme this year is Broadway songs. 
�  December 16th, 6:30pm, is a presentation of “A Christmas Car-
ol” on the Mt. Erie stage. Tryouts for the acting parts will take 
place on Tuesday, October 11, after school from 3:30–5:00pm 
and the choir will sing for this play. 
�  January 27, 2012: 5th Graders will go to McIntyre Hall to see 
the Skagit Symphony Perform. 
�  April 26, 2012 : All–school concert 
 In this age of iPods and YouTube, it is a wonderful thing for 
kids to realize how music actually happens and to understand the 
power that a simple thing like singing can have over a person. For 
more information, contact Ms. Orsini at gorsini@asd103.org or 
293-9541, x113. We look forward to another year of fun and 
song! 
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 Thank you for a wonderful 
volunteer turnout! We have a 
good pool of people who have 
volunteered to be contacted for 
various activities as well as 
people who have volunteered 
for specific areas. Your help is 
greatly appreciated!  
 Here is a list of upcoming 
activities and immediate vol-
unteering needs: 
�  Kathryn Jones needs help 
with Mustang Wear Sales at a 
table at the Open House or 
after school for a couple of 
days and then helping to dis-
tribute sold clothing. Contact 
Kathryn, Mustang Wear sales, 
at jones-family@live.com or 
Susan, the Volunteer Coordi-
nator, at sjb1992@gmail.com 
if interested. 
�  Room parent volunteers are 
still needed in O'Toole and 
Beltramini/Dellutri. If you 

have a child in one of these 
classes and want to volunteer 
to be a room parent, please 
contact the teacher directly or 
contact the Volunteer Coordi-
nator if you have any ques-
tions. 
�  Upcoming Harvest Festi-
val/Family Night can use your 
help with a variety of activi-
ties. Contact Kelly Switzer at 
switz24@hotmail.com 
�  Love Math? The PTA would 
like to support a math-related 
event in the spring: March 
Math Madness. Many re-
sources are available from oth-
er schools and organizations. 
Contact Silja at shjar-
esa@fidalgo.net 
 Volunteer today for any of 
these great activities and con-
tact Susan Butler   at 
sjb1992@gmai.com for more 
info. Thank you! 
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 Mustang Spirit Wear will 
be on sale until October 10th. 
In addition to T-shirts and 
sweatshirts, we are offering 
sweat pants this year. Order 
forms were sent home the 
week of September 27th but 
you can also print them out 
from the PTA website. We will 
be taking orders at the Open 

House on October 6th and the 
Watch D.O.G.S. pizza night 
October 10th as well. The 
sweatpants tend to run differ-
ently than most so we will have 
some to try on at these events. 
If you have any questions, 
please contact Kathryn Jones at 
j o ne s - f a mi l y@l i ve . c o m. 
Thanks!  
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When: Friday, October 
28th from 6:30-8pm 
Where: Mt. Erie Gym 
      We have tons of activi-
ties planned for the festival 
including the annual cup-
cake walk, a kids’ costume 
contest with prizes, carni-

val games, crafts, and face painting. We can’t wait to see our 
Mt Erie Families for a fun filled evening! 
�
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Meet Members of the 2011-2012 PTA Committees 

Emily Hylton, Membership co-chair 

Megan Atterberry, Hospitality co-chair, and John Dumas, 
Winter Reading Program & Safety Committee 

Susan Butler, Volunteer 
Coordinator 

Sarah Nichols, PTA Website 

Suzy Gilbert, auction coordinator, 
with tickets for sale 
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Kathleen Horr, Communication chair, and Russ Horr, 

Newsletter 
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 In addition to supporting 
Mt. Erie students and staff, 
your PTA membership gives 
you access to many benefits 
from businesses who support 
the mission of PTA. 
 The National Parent Teach-
ers’ Association has partnered 
with businesses to negotiate 
special discounts, fundraising 
opportunities, and other valua-
ble benefits exclusively for 
PTA members. With your Mt. 
Erie PTA membership, not 
only will you receive discounts 
from these companies, but Na-
tional PTA will also receive a 
percentage from the sale to put 
back toward supporting stu-
dents and schools nationwide. 
 Benefits for PTA members 

include: 
�  Hertz® savings of up to 
20% on car rental reservations 
along with special promotions 
and a fee-waived Hertz #1 
Club Gold enrollment. 
�  MetLife Auto & Home®  
special group discounts to PTA 
members including additional 
features at no extra cost. 
�  OfficeMax® savings on 
office, school, and art supplies 
as well as discounts at its print 
center. 
�  Sharp® discounts ranging 
between 15 – 50% on products 
including televisions, calcula-
tors, air purifiers, printers, au-
dio systems, and more when 
purchased through a members-
only website. 

�  T-Mobile® discounts on 
wireless mobile service includ-
ing a waived activation fee, 
14% savings on monthly ser-
vice charges, free two-day 
shipping, and discounts on 
handsets (some restrictions 
apply). 
 For more information about 
any of these discounts, check 
out www.PTA.org/benefits. 
You will need the username 
and password on the back of 
your membership card to ac-
cess these benefit programs. 
 If you haven’t joined Mt. 
Erie PTA yet and received 
your membership card, pick up 
a blue membership form at the 
school or download one from 
www.mteriepta.org. Please 

return the form with your 
check to the school office. 
Dues are only $10 for an indi-
vidual and $16 for a fami-
ly/dual membership annually. 
Joining does not mean you 
have to volunteer for PTA 
activities but it does show 
your support. For more infor-
mation, contact Emily Hylton 
at emilyhylton@comcast.net or 
Leslie Tysseling at casaverde-
gi@hotmail.com. 
 A huge “thank you” to all 
the parents and staff who have 
joined PTA so far! If you don’t 
see your name on the list be-
low, please pick up a member-
ship form and fill it out today! 
Turn in completed forms to the 
school office 
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Jennifer Aggergaard 
Megan Atterberry 
Caroline Baumann 
Scott Baumann 
Jeff Beltramini 
Jennie Beltramini 
Sarah Benson 
Anna Blee 
Christy Blouin 
Darrilyn Borba 
Anton Briefer 
Janet Brynteson 
Tom Butler 
Susan Butler 
Amanda Cardinale 
Vanessa Caruso 
Michael Caruso 
Margo Cunningham 
MJ D'Amelio 
Tammy Dellutri 
Monique DePaola 
Keith DePaola 
Peter Donaldson 
Kim Dotzauer 
Travis Dotzauer 
Polly Dubbel 
John Dumas 
Nathan Dunham 
Jonna Dunham 
Kim Etlicher 
Darren Erickson 

Suzanne Flaherty 
Stephen Flaherty 
Alethea Fleming 
Dom Tor Fleming 
Rick Foley 
Kristin Fountain 
Andrew Fountain 
Meg Frost 
Chris Frost 
Julie Gerondale 
Jon Gerondale 
Suzy Gilbert 
Lisa Gilden 
Glynna Goff 
Julie Gold 
John Gold 
Gail Greenlaw 
Michelle Grohe 
Ed Grohe 
Sonia Hambleton 
Jeffrey Hambleton 
Tiffany Hargett 
Kenneth Hargett 
Martha Harper 
James Harper 
Heidi Harris 
Kevin Harris 
Monica Harris 
Dave Harris 
Lisa Helm-Morrow 
Ken Hightower 

Kathleen Horr 
Russ Horr 
Catherine Houck 
Rob Hoxie 
Tina Hoxie 
Cathy Hoy 
Emily Hylton 
Paul Hylton 
Lisa Inabnit 
Kevin Inabnit 
Lisa Jackson 
Dana Janik 
Scott Janik 
Mike Johnson 
Kathy Johnson 
Kathryn Jones 
Russ Jones 
Tom Kennan 
Regine Kennan 
Matt Kennedy 
Bonnie Kennedy 
Ellen Kline 
Steve Kline 
Sharon LaRue 
Denise Lesniak 
Linda Lewis 
Bob Linder 
Pamela Longworth 
Jonn Lunsford 
Deborah Martin 
Tynan Martin 

Christine Mathes 
Leeanne Mavar 
Nick Mavar 
Angela McLean 
Miriam Mehl 
Annette Mendum 
Angie Miller 
Jeff Miller 
Astrea Miller 
Jen Moehl 
Jennifer Montelongo 
Eileen Mulcaire 
Kristen Murphy 
Michelle Murray 
Kristine Murray 
Sarah Nichols 
Robb Nichols 
Emerson Nordmark 
Jessica Notaro 
Chris Notaro 
Kevin Olivarez 
Kathleen Olivarez 
Leigh Olsen 
Catalina Orozco 
Ginger Orsini 
Jocelyn Palmer-Perry 
Heid Parker 
Ray Perry 
Sheila Petersen-Fishel 
Dave Prewitt 

Beth Ralph 
Melissa Reeder 
Joel Reeder 
Linda Ricksen 
Joe Robinson 
German Rodriguez 
Jim Roe 
David Rolph 
Aimee Rudge 
Janet Rutz 
Steve Rutz 
Celeste Scamfer 
Otto Scamfer 
Heather Schafer 
Megan Schorr 
Erik Schorr 
Silja Shjarback 
Eric Shjarback 
Joe Sladich 
Karla Smith 
Joyce Smoak 
Carey South 
Dustin South 
Monique Starkovich 
Lisa Strandberg 
Meg Sweeney 
Lynn Swiatkowski 
Kelly Switzer 
Steve Switzer 
Mary Talosi 

Jesse Talosi 
Gina Thomas 
Vaughn Thomas 
Virginia Tiland 
Robin Torres 
Phil Torres 
Tanya Twete 
Darin Twete 
Leslie Tysseling 
Lois Tysseling 
Tony Tysseling 
Bob Vaux 
Markéta Vorel 
Missy Walsh-Smith 
Connie Walters 
Tom Walters 
Colette Weeks 
Linda Welk 
Kathleen Williams 
Steve Williams 
Laura Willingham 
Mark Willingham 
Melissa Willoughby 
Jennifer Winters 
Tim Winters 
Jillian Woodworth 
Nicholas Woodworth 
Carrie Worra 
Silvy Yamazuki Cox 
Sarah Yarusso 

 You might have heard that 
Washington is applying for–
and actually has a real shot at 
winning–a $60 million Race to 
the Top Early Learning Chal-
lenge grant from the federal 
government for our statewide 
early learning system. 

 In order make sure we win, 
we need YOU. 
 All these big federal grant 
applications require letters of 
support from the community. 
The League of Education Vot-
ers is doing one from our or-
ganization, as are many other 

organizations across state. But 
the cherry on top of our appli-
cation sundae is one REALLY 
BIG letter of support from the 
public (parents, teachers, kids, 
early learning professionals, 
advocates, grandparents, aunts, 
uncles, cousins, neighbors and 

you). 
 We have partnered with our 
allies across the state to give 
you that chance. 
 Go to WAChallenge.org, 
and sign on to tell the Feds that 
Washington is Up to the Chal-
lenge. It only takes a minute! 

�
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 At the September 27th PTA 
General Membership meeting, 
parents, teachers, and staff 
received an excellent presenta-
tion on Driving and Bus Safety 
in preparation for National 
School Bus Safety week. 
 National School Bus Safety 
week is October 17-21 and 
Steve and Sheri Solwold, bet-
ter known as “Bus B” and 
“Bus M” respectively, intro-
duced keynote speaker Randy 
Wills who has been driving for 
the Anacortes School District 
for over eighteen years. 
 School bus drivers, as Mr. 
Wills noted, are the first people 
from the school district to greet 
our children each morning and 
the last to wish them good 
night. Each Anacortes bus 
driver transports two hundred 
to two hundred and fifty chil-
dren every day and has the 
unique challenge of directing 

their “classroom” with their 
backs to their students. 
 Safety is paramount, Wills 
explained, and practice escape 
drills are conducted routinely, 
at least twice a year verbally 
running through escape drills 
with stu-
dents and 
two more 
times phys-
ically, actu-
ally having 
riders prac-
ticing their 
emergency 
egress pro-
cedures. As 
Wills noted, if you don’t pro-
mote safety, it will not happen 
when you really need it. 
 Bus drivers are trained with 
safety in mind but the real con-
cern is other drivers who fail to 
stop when they are supposed to 
in accordance with the law. In 

a recent survey conducted in 
28 states, buses with their 
lights on were passed by more 
than 76,000 vehicles in just 
one day. The purpose of Na-
tional Bus Safety week is to 
remind drivers to be safe and 

obey the law. 
 First, 
when the yel-
low lights 
come on, it 
does not 
mean speed 
up to get past 
the bus. Driv-
ers should 
slow down 

and be prepared to stop. 
 In the State of Washington, 
when the red lights are flashing 
on a school bus, drivers must 
stop in both directions on two 
lane streets and roads. In 
streets or highways which have 
three lanes or more (such as 

Commercial Avenue with a 
turning lane), only the traffic 
traveling in the same direction 
as the bus is required to stop. 
And after the school bus lights 
have stopped flashing, drivers 
are reminded to watch for kids 
along the side of the road and 
not to proceed until all children 
have completely left the road-
way. 
 For more information, con-
tact the ASD Bus Barn at 293-
1223 or speak with any of the 
wonderful Anacortes School 
District bus drivers--they are 
more than glad to help and 
answer any questions you 
might have. Take a moment 
this month to remind yourself 
and others about the im-
portance of bus safety and 
please spread the word! To-
gether we can make buses saf-
er for all children in Anacortes. 
Thank you! 
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 Washington State House 
of Representative member 
Kristine Lytton,  who repre-
sents Anacortes and the 
40th district, will be the key 
speaker at a legislative fo-
rum at the Anacortes School 
District main offices at Ana-
cortes Middle School on 
Wednesday, October 26th at 
a time to be announced. 
 Representative Lytton 
has demonstrated her com-
mitment to improving stu-
dent success through her 
work on the Anacortes 

School Board and was 
awarded the Washington 
Association of School Ad-
ministrators Community 
Leadership Award. This 
year she helped pass the 
school levy by a 76% mar-
gin. 
 Lytton will discuss the 
proposed cuts that will be 
heard in a special session 
which is coming up in No-
vember. These cuts will not 
only affect next year’s 
school programs but possi-
bly also this year’s as well, 

potentially cutting already 
funded activities. 
 Mount Erie PTA Legis-
lative expert Tanya Twete 
drafted a letter to the legis-
lators in Olympia urging 
them to refrain from further 
education budget cuts, par-
ticularly early education 
programs and all-day Kin-
dergarten. 
 Anacortes has benefited 
from all-day Kindergarten 
for the past three years and 
this letter, which was initial-
ly distributed at the general 

meeting and which folks are 
encouraged to download 
from the Mt. Erie PTA web-
site (www.mteriepta.org), 
addresses these concerns.  
 Parents who complete 
the letter can drop it off to 
Tanya in her box in the PTA 
office at Mount Erie and she 
will mail them.  
 For more information or 
if you have any questions, 
contact Tanya Twete at 
DTTwete@gma i l . com. 
Thanks for showing your 
support! 

School bus drivers are 
first people from the 

school district to greet our 
children each morning 

and the last to wish them 
good night. 
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