
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the President 


 Welcome to Winter, at least winter weather, if not truly winter! As the snow swirls and the wind 

whines, it‟s a great time to recount all that we are thankful for. I am truly thankful for all that you do for 

the students at Mt. Erie and our community. Thank you for supporting your PTA with donations of 

time, talent, resources, culinary skills, care, and enthusiasm. I‟m also really glad to have a roof over my 

head. For those of you who are members of the PTA, thank you for joining.  continued on page 2 

come up with your own cool science project. The kids love it and you will too because it's fun. 
If you have questions or want to volunteer, please email Bob at islandtug@hotmail.com or call 
him at 708-8736. 

Paging the Next Bill Nye 
 Bob Linder, the Science Discovery Program chair, needs a 
volunteer to substitute for the December 8 Discovery Science 
Detective Class since he won’t be back from his regular work in time 
that day. The class goes from 9:00 to 9:30 am and Bob has a Bill 
Nye the Science Guy video (about 25 min) to make it easy and he 
can also make up some simple test questions to help the kids remem- 
ber what they learned. You can also channel your inner Nye-ness and 
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From the Principal, Mr. Steve Bruland 

 The Winter season has certainly taken our community by storm and I fear we have more ahead of 
us. Thank you parents for being cautious during the snow and cold weather when approaching the 

school zone. Your patience is appreciated and I know it is difficult when you are waiting to hear from 

the school about arrival times, delays, or cancellations.   
 Some observations about the cold spell that may help us in the future: students seemed 

appropriately dressed for the most part however a few managed to get out of the house with fewer 

clothes on than I would have liked. Please make sure when your child heads off for school they have a 

coat to wear. I prefer to see children in coats, hats, and gloves. This may be too much to ask so I would 

be happy with a coat. Some children see cold weather as a challenge and show off by not keeping their 

coats on and parents and staff need to remind the children about the dangers of the cold. Students who 

go outside in the cold during the school day without a coat will be asked to return to the classroom. We 

do not feel the chance of hypothermia is a health risk we are willing to take. Please work with us and 
dress children appropriately for the cold. I know most parents send their children to school with 

appropriate attire but the problem is when the child doesn't agree with the fashion and decides to alter 

the parent-approved attire. 
 Mt. Erie staff is committed to the safety of all students and will remind children, before they are 

dismissed to play, to wear appropriate attire.  If children fail to dress appropriately they will not be 

allowed to play outside. They will be allowed to stay indoors and play indoor games for a recess. 
  Because of the cold weather, we lost a couple of school days which equated to lost parent-teacher 

conference time. December 7th and 8th have been designated for teachers to conduct night conferences 

to make up for the two snow days. This is a shortened segment of time for conferences and you may 

feel the teacher will not be able to give you a full conference session but teachers will do their best to 

accommodate. Conferences will be between 4:00 and 8:00 pm. on both nights. Please wait to hear from 

your child's teacher before you make plans. All staff have been instructed to make contact with those 

who have not yet received the opportunity to attend and make a time available. Thank you for your 

patience. 
 Don't forget the Winter Holiday program at Brodniak Hall on December 16th. Students will be 

practicing for the next three weeks and getting ready—be sure to show your support and appreciation at 

home. There will be two performances, the first starting at 6:00 pm. and the second starting at 7:15 pm. 

Have a happy holidays and we look forward to seeing you at the Winter Concert. 
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…From the President 

continued from page 1 By becoming a 

member of the local PTA, you are joining an 

organization that advocates the well-being of 

every child. With staggering budget cuts to 

education looming in Olympia, it is a critical 

time to speak up for your child‟s education and 

the future of our schools. Your membership in 

the PTA adds one more vote for legislation and 

funding to benefit children and their education. 

 One of the best things we can do for our 

children is be involved in their lives at school 

and a new PTA program, Watch D.O.G.S. 

(Dads of Great Students), is doing just that---

getting dads and father figures into our 

schools. I was blown away by the turnout at 

the Watch D.O.G.S.‟ Dads and kids pizza 

night. The pride emanating from our students 

was tangible and awe-inspiring. Thank you, 

kids, for bringing your dads to school and for 

sharing them with those of us who do not have 

dads at home! 

 If you want to be a part of the Mt. Erie 

community but do not have lots of time or tend 

not to be a “joiner” there are plenty of ways to 

try out the school scene. Hang out at the 

playground after school, visit for lunch, or 

come to a family night (stay for the whole 

event or just come for the movie—they‟re 

always FREE). Maybe offer to volunteer for 

some task such as re-shelving library books, 

reading to kids, counting mustang points, 

setting up for an event, or helping out with a 

family night activity. Our volunteer coor-

dinator can find the perfect activity for you. 

 Enjoy a wonderful holiday season and the 

next snowfall! Happy (snowy?) trails! 

- Catherine 
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PTA MEMBERSHIP 2010-2011 

Month Members Goal 

November 190 225 

Holiday Concert Dec 16 
 All around the world families share the hope inherent in the winter 

season with traditional celebrations and festivities. Whatever the customs, 

they all share that hope with feasting, singing, and the spectacle of brilliant 

lights shining in the darkness. This year, our Mt. Erie students will help 

celebrate the holiday season with their all-school concert entitled “A Festival 

of Lights”. It will be a joyful celebration of the season with songs from many 
different cultures including our own American heritage. 

 The program will be presented at Brodniak Auditorium at the high school 

on Thursday, December 16. It will be in two halves: the first half will feature 

the primary students in grades K-3 and will begin at 6:00 pm. Performers will 

meet their teachers at 5:45 in the auditorium. After a 45 minute performance, 

we will take a 30 minute break and then the intermediate students in grades 4-

7, including the choir, will take the stage at 7:15 pm. Their performance will 

also last about 45 minutes. 

 Please contact Jessica Notaro at JessicaNotaro@me.com if you are 

interested in setting up stage decorations or helping with the costumes. 

 

“REFLECTIONS” 
 The Reflections Program is a National PTA and WSPTA cultural arts 

competition. The purpose is to provide an opportunity for students to use their 

creative talents by expressing themselves through their own original works. 

Each year, Reflections challenges students to create art that supports a 

specific theme. Themes are selected from thousands of ideas submitted by 

students to National PTA's Reflections Theme Search. 

 2010-11 Reflections theme is: "Together We Can". What does this phrase 
bring to mind? How would you choose to express what the phrase means to 

you? This is what the Mt. Erie PTA is asking K-6th grade students to think 

about and express with a work of original art in one or several of the 

following six categories: Literature, Music Composition, Photography, Visual 

Arts, Film/Video, or Choreography/Dance. Let your imagination go and 

submit your work to the PTA office by Friday, December 10th! Entries will 

be judged by late December and in January there will be a Student Art Show 

Display and award ceremony where we‟ll let parents and students know 

which submissions will be moved forward for entry at the state level. Entry 

forms were sent home in student backpacks and can also be found in the front 

hallway on the Reflections Bulletin Board or in the PTA office. Please 
remember to follow the directions outlined in the entry form explicitly 

otherwise we will be unable to submit them at the state level. 

 If you have any questions, please contact Aimee Rudge at 

aimeerudge@gmail.com or Kristen Murphy at vauxmur@frontier.com. 

Remember, your art in by December 10th to the PTA office! 

Checkmate! 
 Come share in teaching our kids a fun and challenging game they can play for a lifetime! The 

Chess Club, now in its fourth year, is thriving at Mt Erie but we need your help to keep the 
excitement going. If you don‟t know how to play, no problem, Christine Mathes can teach you the 

basics of Chess every Monday or Tuesday in the library to fit your schedule. The Club meets once 

a week during lunch/recess time from 11:30am to 12:20pm. Mt. Erie Chess Club currently has 

about 20 kids participating from kindergarten through 6th grade. Come join the fun! 
 For more information please contact Christine Mathes at 770-4895. 
 

mailto:JessicaNotaro@me.com
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First Watch DOGS arrive at Mt. Erie 
 Mark Willingham and Eric Shjarback were the first Mt. Erie Watch DOGS in 

November. Thank you!! 

 Dads—have you signed up for your volunteer day for the year? It's not too 

late. Prices for t-shirts have gone up due to shipping and handling but if you order 

yours before December 17th they‟ll still be less than subsequent orders. Go to 

mteriepta.org for more details or contact Silja Shjarback at shjaresa@fidalgo.net. 

 

Keep a look out for our December and January Watch DOGS (as of Nov 30): 

December 1 - Dave Juhl  10 - Steven Sauer 

 2 - Rob Hoxie 14 - Dale King 

 7 - Jonathan Vander Schuur 16 - Dustin South 

 8 - Bob Linder 17 - John Dumas 
  

January 7 - Lynn Wiley 15 - Jess Talosi 

 11 - Jonathan Vander Schuur 18 - Kevin Harris 

 14 - Dave Prewitt 28 - Chris Johnson 

 

Watch DOGS should arrive at school at 8:15 am except if you are 

volunteering on a Wednesday, then arrive at 9:00 am (due to late 

start). Check in with principal Bruland in the front office and he 

will orient you and give you your specific schedule for your day. 

 

Thanks to all the volunteers and let‟s make them feel at home! 
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Friday Family Night 
 Our next family night is coming up quickly—

this December 3rd starting at 6:30 pm. 

 We will have 2-3 simple crafts for the first 

hour and then we will be showing A Christmas 

Carol (2009) starring Jim Carrey (rated PG) in four 

separate roles in this updated version of the Charles 

Dickens‟ classic. The old miser Scrooge must face 

the Ghosts of Christmas Past, Present and Future. 

The spirits must help bring kindness to his 
otherwise cold heart and remind him of the man he 

used to be. 

 If you can help with crafts, have ideas for 

crafts, or are willing to bring snacks, and so forth, 

please contact the Family Nights Coordinator, Suzy 

Gilbert, at suzygilbert@gmail.com or 588-8380. 

Can‟t wait to see you there! 

All start at 6:30 pm Theme 

Dec 3rd - Craft night / Movie: A Christmas 

Story 

Jan 14th - Family Game Night / Movie: TBD 

Feb 11th - Sweetheart Dance (Mom/Son, 
Daddy/Daughter) 

Mar 18th -  "Throw the Book at „em" Family 

Reading night 

Apr 15th - Go Green Night / Movie: TBD 

May 20th - Variety Show 

Watch D.O.G.S. Make Great Start 

  Thank you to all the dads, stepdads, granddads and so on who 
came with their kids at the first Dads and Kids Pizza Night! We hope 
you enjoyed the time together. For those who were unable to make it, 
you can still be a Watch DOG! Check out this clip on ABC news 
http://abcnews.go.com/WN/story?id=6271282&page=1 to see what a 
day looks like when you volunteer. 
 There are four things you need to complete to be able to come 
into the school and volunteer to be a Watch DOG: 
1.  Fill out a school district volunteer form/background check and send 
to, or drop it by, the district office (2210 M Avenue).  
2.  Order a Watch DOGS t-shirt ($13 short sleeved; $20 long sleeved) 
no later than Friday December 17th. Send in your order form to 
school with your child (or contact us and we can get you the 
information) with your cash or check made out to "Mt. Erie PTA" 
attention to PTA Watch DOGS. Cost is slightly higher than on Pizza 
Night due to passing the bulk order deadline. 
3.  Become a PTA member, if you aren't already, and if you’re not 
sure, we can tell you. If your significant other signed up as an 
individual, we can upgrade you to a family membership for only $6, 
otherwise an individual membership is just $10. Most of this fee goes 
to the state to advocate for our kids!  
4.  Sign up for your Watch DOG day. The calendar will be posted in 
the PTA office. If you can't get to school, contact Silja Shjarback at 
shjaresa@fidalgo.net or 588-0866 and she'll assist you! Still not 
convinced? Here's a link to a video of rapping Watch DOG dad and 
principal in Stanwood:  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kco6jh9Y2MI 

Volunteers Needed 
 …..if you see this email heading, 
please read it! We rely on you and your 
time to make a difference in our 
children’s educational experience.  
Whether you give five minutes or five 
days it truly makes a difference. 
 As the PTA Volunteer Coordinator, I 
am the main contact for all requests for 
help and I am sending out a plea to you, 
the membership, for help in specific 
situations. If you are able to help in any 
way please let me know, even if you don’t 
think it’s much. Many hands make light 
work! 
 Thank you again for your 
membership and time in making Mt. Erie 
PTA very successful. 

 
- Jessica Notaro (JessicaNotaro@me.com) 

http://mteriepta.org/
mailto:shjaresa@fidalgo.net
mailto:suzygilbert@gmail.com
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Mustang Points Update 
 Don't forget to collect your WOWS! You can win great prizes for your class! When 

submitting your Wows, please include your room number or teacher's name. Parents and 

family members who volunteer will add mustang points to their child's class. The top 

four classes will receive a special prize at the end of the first quarter. The top four classes 

so far are Brynteson with 538, Moore with 417, Barrett with 345, and Miller with 209. 

Congratulations and keep up the great work! 
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Logo Option #1 

Lego 
League is 
Forming 

 A Lego League team 

is forming for all kids ages 

5-9. The group uses Legos 

to build machines to 

perform tasks, teach 

mechanics, develop team-

work, and learn the begin-

ning principles of robotics. 

Space is limited per team 

so contact Susan Butler if 

you are interested. Adults 

are also needed who are 

willing to help mentor and 

assist with coaching and 

organizing the team. 

 Check out the website 

http://www.firstlegoleague

.org/community/ for more 

information, send an email 

anacorteslegoteam@gmail

.com, or call 588-0872 if 

you are interested. Girls 

are wanted too!!! Contact 

Susan today! 

 

 

Upcoming Important Dates 

Mark Your Calendars! 
December 

Fri, Dec3rd - Photo Retake 

Fri, Dec 3rd -  Family Night 6:30pm Craft Night 

      Mt. Erie Mustangs singers will perform at: 

Fri, Dec 3rd -  Anacortes Tree-Lighting 

Ceremony , Chamber of 

Commerce Building 

Sat, Dec 4th - Parks and Recreation Santa 
Breakfast, Fidalgo Center 

Sat, Dec 4th - Fidalgo Dance Works‟ Winter 

Celebration, Brodniak Hall 

Fri, Dec 10th - Reflections Entries Due 

Tue, Dec 14th - PTA Board meeting in the PTA 

room, 2:15pm 

Thu, Dec 16th - Mt. Erie Holiday Music Concert 

Mon, Dec 20th -Christmas Break- NO SCHOOL 

 

Missoula Children's 

Theatre 
Coming this spring: 

Pinocchio 

March 7-12, 2011 

PTA General Membership 

Meetings for 2010-11 

Jan. 18, 2011 
Mar. 15, 2011 

May 17, 2011 

Happy Holidays Mt. Erie Mustangs! 

 We are happy to report that we had a great many orders for our new 

Mustang Logo T-shirts and Sweatshirts in November. Currently, the t-shirt 

shop is finishing up our very large order of over 216 spirited Mt. Erie gear 

items. Your orders helped raise, not only spirit at Mt. Erie Elementary, but 

also approximately $900 that will go directly back to our school in support 

of our students. Thank you for supporting your school and your Mt. Erie 

PTA with your orders!   
 We expect the Mt. Erie Mustang T-shirts and Sweatshirts to be 

distributed to students and staff in classrooms this upcoming week. Thank 

you for your patience. And be sure to wear your Mustang Logo gear, new 

and old, to show your pride on our next Friday Spirit Day.   

 

Thanks from Gina Thomas and your Mt. Erie Elementary PTA. 

 

Escrip*Escrip*Escrip 
 What is Escrip? Escrip is a program 

that allows participating merchants to 

contribute a percentage of your grocery 

(Safeway) loyalty and debit/credit card 

purchases to the school of your choice… 

Mt. Erie! 

 How does Escrip work? Supporters 

register any or all of their existing grocery 

loyalty, debit and credit cards for use in the 

program. All information provided is secure 

and is not passed on to third party vendors. 

By using the registered cards at the partici-

pating merchants, supporters generate 

donations based on a percentage of their 

purchases. 

 How do I register my cards? There 

are two ways to register. One is to go to 

http://www.escrip.com and enter Mt. Erie 

School ID #8564934. Next, register any 

grocery, debit or credit card numbers. The 

second way is to contact Beth Holiway at 

bholiway@comcast.net and she will assist 

you in getting registered. All that is left to 

do next is shop! 

 Escrip is a fast and easy way to earn 

money for a variety of Mt. Erie programs 

and the students of our school. Please 

consider registering with Escrip and support 

our Mustangs! 
 

http://www.firstlegoleague.org/community/
http://www.firstlegoleague.org/community/
mailto:anacorteslegoteam@gmail.com
mailto:anacorteslegoteam@gmail.com
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Mt. Erie PTA Members 2010-2011 

An individual membership is just $10 and a family membership is $16. Watch DOGS, if your spouse or significant other 

has already joined PTA without you, just upgrade to a family membership for $6! 

Jennifer Aggergaard 
Shane Aggergaard 
Megan Atterberry 
Sunni Ausland 
Matt Ausland 
Alison Bartlett 
Caroline Baumann 

Scott Baumann 
Jeff Beltramini 
Jennie Beltramini 
Sarah Benson 
Sam Benson 

Rebecca Berris 
Steve Berris 
Lora Billow 
Robert Billow 
Miranda Blake 
Anton Briefer 
Alicia Brunson 

Scott Brunson 
Janet Brynteson 
Tom Butler 
Susan Butler 
Bryce Butler 

Amanda Cardinale 
Kelly Carr 
Brian Carroll 
Debbie Carroll 
Catherin Carter 
Lois Cassidy 
Tracy Catlin 

Michael Catlin 
Margo Cunningham 
MJ D'Amelio 
Tammy Dellutri 
Monique DePaola 

Keith DePaola 
Libby Digweed 
Nathan Digweed 
Peter Donaldson 
Kim Dotzauer 
Travis Dotzauer 
Polly Dubbel 

John Dumas 
Jonna Dunham 
Lisa Edgarton 
David Edgarton 
Leana Edwards 
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Now We’re Cooking 
 On November 8th, Mt. Erie hosted Chef Tom French with the Experience Food Project (EFP) in the hopes that he could 

enlighten parents and interested community members about creating a healthier alternative to our existing food service program. He 

shared information regarding the why, how, and how much of this type of conversion. I can only touch on some of the highlights of 

the evening here but please take the time to listen to the pod cast available on the Mt. Erie website. You can also find a wealth of 

information on Chef Tom‟s website experiencefoodproject.org. 

 Chef Tom spent the evening talking about how Vashon Island and the San Juan Islands quickly changed their lunch program 

using his proven methods. They switched to whole foods and left behind any high fructose corn syrup, 95% of dyes and additives, 

and all vending machine junk foods. He astounded us with statistics such as 40% decreased behavioral problems, increased meal 

consumption (meaning decreased waste from trays), increased meal time sharing between students and faculty, increased 

participation by teachers, and increased revenues. And just when it all sounded too good to be true, he laid forth how Vashon Island 

did this conversion in just three short weeks and that all the facilities had self-sustaining operations in only 60 days. He told us how 

in the other districts none of the kitchen staff were let go but how he had to create new jobs in some areas. He assured us that 
having a central kitchen at the High School was the way he preferred the meals to be cooked. Chef Tom went on to explain how his 

program helps communities raise the funds needed for any retrofitting of kitchens, additional hands, and the cost of converting to 

the new food. The Vashon Island conversion cost roughly $55,000 which included the $5,000 original assessment fee. Lunches did 

raise in price from $2.50 to $3.50 but one of his meal plans was roasted chicken, quinoa pilaf, and mixed greens.  Yum! The 

greatest news is that this movement and fundraising is parent- and community-driven which means we are not loading another 

project onto an already taxed school district. The Experience Food Project helps fundraising efforts by voluntarily cooking donated 

community dinners which not only raise funds but also raise social consciousness and strengthen the community. 

 So now what? Chris Borgen has listened to the pod cast and is very interested in making our food service the best it can be. He 

has met with the district Principals and other staff to determine a meeting time for district and PTA representatives to discuss the 

Tom French approach and other avenues the district has already been researching. This Friday, Dec. 3rd, the district will learn the 

results from a study that looked into the economics of using more healthy and locally-based foods. After the district has a chance to 
digest this information, Chris would like to set up a meeting with interested representatives from the PTAs. He would like this 

meeting to take place sometime the week of Dec. 6th or 13th, before school lets out for winter break). 

 A newspaper article discussing efforts in the local area to improve school lunches appeared in the Skagit Valley Herald this 

past Monday, Nov. 29 and folks may find this article interesting. Once the meeting occurs and we can determine our focus, we will 

rally the community for support and start moving forward. We will continue to keep the PTA informed about this project and keep 

taking the pulse of parents, community members, district employees, and students so that this may truly be a cohesive effort by our 

community at large. 

 I once read that during the Great Depression, Anacortes closed Highway 20 to outsiders and sustained itself by pooling 

resources and feeding the community. The fishermen fished, the tailors sewed, and the bakers baked. They each shared their wealth 

in order to keep the community strong. Now it is our turn to pool our wealth and create a stronger community by feeding our 

children healthier meals. 

 - Tanya Twete 

http://www.experiencefoodproject.org/


Melanie Farr 
Scott Farr 
Alethea Fleming 
Dom Tor Fleming 
Rick Foley 

Kristin Fountain 
Andrew Fountain 
Julie Gerondale 
Jon Gerondale 
Suzy Gilbert 
Christie Godfrey 
Julie Gold 
John Gold 

Joey Goss 
Holly Goss 
Kari Harlow 
Martha Harper 
James Harper 
Heidi Harris 
Kevin Harris 
Monica Harris 

Dave Harris 
Lisa Helm-Morrow 
Terry Hering 
Angela Hering 
Beth Holiway 
Curtis Holiway 
Kathleen Horr 
Russ Horr 

Catherine Houck 
Tina Hoxie 
Emily Hylton 
Paul Hylton 
Lisa Jackson 

Kathryn Jones 
Russ Jones 
Tom Kennan 
Regine Kennan 
Matt Kennedy 

Bonnie Kennedy 
Ellen Kline 
Steve Kline 
Steven Krebs 
Melinda Krebs 
Sara Kurashige 
Shelly Kushner 
George Kushner 

Sharon LaRue 
Denise Lesniak 
Frank Lesniak 
Linda Lewis 
Robert (Bob) Linder 
Jonn Lunsford 
Charla Lusk 
Robert Lusk 

Mira Lutz 
Mishelle Mason 
Matt Mason 
Christine Mathes 
Leeanne Mavar 
Carie McFarlin 
Ed McFarlin 
Miriam Mehl 

George Mehler 
Angie Miller 
Jeff Miller 
Jen Moehl 
Melinda Moore 

Jim Moore 
Kristen Murphy 
Tawni Nesset 
Christian Nesset 
Sarah Nichols 

Robb Nichols 
Emerson Nordmark 
Jessica Notaro 
Chris Notaro 
Joan Ockerman 
John Ockerman 
Virginia Orsini 
Jocelyn Palmer-Perry 

Heidi Parker 
Karman Paul 
Eric Paul 
Ray Perry 
Sheila Petersen-Fishel 
Kim Pinson 
Jeremy Pinson 
Paula Plumer 

Renee Porter 
Aaron Porter 
Dave Prewitt 
Linda Ricksen 
Marah Rockhold 
Jim Roe 
David Rolph 
Aimee Rudge 

Celeste Scamfer 
Otto Scamfer 
Stephanie Schwenk 
Andrew Schwenk 
Katherine (Kathy) Sherman 

Silja Shjarback 
Eric Shjarback 
Amy Sikic 
Steven (Steve) Sikic 
Karla Smith 

Joyce Smoak 
Carey South 
Dustin South 
Michelle Stahl 
Monique Starkovich 
Meg Sweeney 
Lynn Swiatkowski 
Kelly Switzer 

Steve Switzer 
Mary Talosi 
Jesse Talosi 
Gina Thomas 
Vaughn Thomas 
Tanya Twete 
Darin Twete 
Leslie Tysseling 

Lois Tysseling 
Tony Tysseling 
Bob Vaux 
Missy Walsh-Smith 
Tom Walters 
Beth Ware 
Hunter Ware 
Callie Weber 

Colette Weeks 
Sarah Welch 
Julie White 
Nancy White 
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PTA membership means so much to our students, staff, and families! Your presence makes a positive impact on our kids, 
your voice impacts education policy at the state and national levels, and your support of our school enriches the 

educational experience our teachers work so hard to provide. Membership forms are available at the Mt. Erie PTA web 

site (http://mteriepta.org/home/). For more information, contact Kristen Murphy at 708-5747 or Emily Hylton at 293-

7097. 

http://mteriepta.org/home/

