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From the Principal 

 As we near the end of the 
calendar year, I am really excited 
to watch all the kids continue to 
grow and develop as well as re-
port about all the great programs 
we have in action. On the teach-
ing and learning front, teachers 
are now offering several inter-
vention programs (fifth grade 
math and reading in addition to 
third grade math) after school. 
These programs are in place to 
help Mount Erie students get 
extra support in certain areas and 
it has been great to see so many 
students after school continuing 
to learn even after a long day. 
We now have a comprehensive 
Reading Support Program in 
grades K through 2 with almost 
40 kids getting extra targeted 
reading help five days a week. It 
has shown tremendous results so 
far as young readers build confi-
dence and acquire new skills. 
 I recently sat in with the dis-
trict first grade teachers and our 
Director of Curriculum and In-
struction for a meeting primarily 
about math instruction and there 
was a similar meeting for second 
grade teachers later in the week. 
The district teachers are working 
hard to make improvements in 
many areas and there been terrif-
ic continuing education for 
teachers and principals in early 
writing with David Matteson and 
intermediate math with Dorothy 
Geary. 
 Assessment - Teachers in 
kindergarten through second 
grade are now using an on-line 
tool to record and display read-
ing assessment information from 
a district-wide test called Devel-
opmental Reading Assessment 

in the hallway now which fea-
tures many of our students an-
swering a fun question. 
 In Development - I met with 
teachers and interested parents 
about creating a 5-6 Student Math 
Team at our school. We are plan-
ning to enter the state math com-
petition in Blaine, Washington 
this April and it will be exciting 
to see some of our brightest stu-
dents represent our school at a 
high-level academic competition. 
We are also planning a school-
wide “Math Madness” program to 
coincide the NCAA March Mad-
ness Basketball Tournament. 
Let’s work together to celebrate 

math. 
 Our school started a School 
Safety Committee this fall in an 
effort to look seriously and strate-
gically at building safety issues. 
The team includes staff members, 
parents and me.  We have talked 
about the building entrance, 
woods around campus, and signs 
in the building and how we can 
make improvements to keep our 
students safer. 
 Finally, I would like to thank 
everyone, including our student 
government, our staff, and espe-
cially our veterans for a great 
Veterans’ Day assembly last 

month. I received a lot of positive 
feedback from families in attend-
ance. I will be working with the 
new representatives to student 
government to put together a 
Martin Luther King Jr. assembly 
for January and I’m looking for-

ward to adding another new tradi-
tion to our school. 
 Enjoy the holidays, be safe, 
and have a very happy New Year! 

(DRA). It provides detailed in-
formation on reading skills at 
independent and instructional 
levels. Having the data on-line 
makes it more accessible and 
allows teachers as well as princi-
pals to produce a variety of use-
ful reports. Our next task is to 
develop a similar tool for math. I 
recently sent home an assess-
ment letter to all families and 
posted it on my blog. I will 
spend some substantial time at 
our January PTA meeting re-
viewing school data in depth 
with parents and I’m working 

with the staff to establish a 
building-wide winter assessment 
period for K-2 reading and math 
and reading for grades 3-6. We 
plan to use the information to 
give us a better look at student 
achievement after 2-3 months of 
instruction and intervention and 
asses how we are doing. 
 Special Programs - Our at-
tendance program--Every Stu-
dent, Every Day--is really work-
ing. This year we have recorded 
about 170 tardy students and 
while that may seem like a lot, it 
is only around three per day 
which is less than half as many 
as we were averaging last year. 
Stacey Estensen, school counse-
lor, and I are doing our best to 
communicate with parents about 
the importance of getting to 
school on time and rewarding 
kids and classrooms who have 
made real progress in this area. 
 Our student recognition 
board changes over this month to 
“Attitude,” which is the second 

letter in our school culture 
theme: CARE. There is also a 
second student bulletin board up 

Peter Donaldson 

 Mount Erie PTA attained the 
Silver Level for membership (a 
5% increase in enrollment by 
October 25th!) and reached our 
annual goal. Way to go Emily & 
Leslie, our membership co-
chairs, and thank you to all the 
PTA members for your support. 

Membership 
Rocks! 

Membership goal  225 

Current membership 225 

PTA MEMBERSHIP 

January Family Night 
 The Reptile Man, alias Scott 
Petersen, will bring his friends 
King Cobra, Alligator Snap-
ping Turtle, Albino Python, 
American Alligator, Large Dia-
mondback Rattlesnake, and 
many more to the January 
Mount Erie Family night. 
 Mr. Peterson holds degrees 
in Zoology and Education and 

is currently the Director of the 
Washington Serpentarium Rep-
tile Zoo located a mile east of 
Monroe, WA. 
 All of the poisonous snakes 
featured in the presentation have 
had their venom surgically re-
moved so be sure to join us at 
6:30pm on January 12th in the 
Mount Erie gym. See you there! 

Special Thanks - Thank you to all of the volunteers who 
brought in delicious food during Conference Week! The teach-
ers and staff were so thankful and appreciative! We couldn’t 

do it without your help!!!!! Thank you so much! 
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Attendance Spells Success 
 This year at Mount Erie, we 
made a goal for each individu-
al classroom to have every 
student to class on time every-
day with all the students on the 
roster. Each time this occurs, 
the classroom earns a letter 
toward spelling the word AT-
TENDANCE. 
 The first classroom to spell 
ATTENDANCE was Mrs. 
Belltramini/Mrs. Mong's sixth 
grade classroom and their re-
ward was a well-earned pizza 
party. The following class-
rooms have also completed the 
challenge: Cardinale, D'Ame-
lio, Boyes, Ricksen, Dunham/
Walsh, Bryntesan, and Murray. 
Additionally, each classroom 
was rewarded with special 
“Excellent Attendance” pen-

cils! 
 Principal Donaldson and 

specialist counselor Stacey 
Estensen have noticed a defi-
nite improvement in attend-
ance, especially in the area of 
tardiness. Parents are really 
trying to get their children to 
school on time and teachers are 
very grateful. Also, the Beat 
the Bell trophy is awarded to a 
class in each grade which has 
the fewest tardy students for 
the previous week. Beat the 
Bell is announced each Mon-
day during Mustang news. 
 Finally, the following class-
rooms have been award BAM! 
- the Best Attendance of the 
Month! For September, classes 
include: K-Caruso, 1 s t-
Morrison, 2nd-Dickison, 3rd-
Boyes, 4th-Dunham/Walsh, 5th-
Moore, and 6th-Belltramini. 
For October: K-Cardinale, 1st-
Morrison, 2nd-Catlin (only 

eight absences!), 3rd-Olsen, 4th-
Dunham (only five absences), 
5 t h -Bryn tesan, and 6 t h -
Belltramini/Dellutri. Nov re-
sults will be posted soon. 
 Research has shown that 
parents play a key role in get-
ting their children to school on 
time every day. Mt. Erie par-
ents have been doing a good 
job getting their children to 
school on time and we are hav-
ing fewer tardy students. One 
area that needs more attention, 
however, is excessive excused 
absences. Currently we have 
thirteen students in the build-
ing with over ten absences for 
the school year. Even as early 
as Kindergarten, too many 
absences can cause a child to 
fall behind and missing up to 
18 days of school a year makes 
it harder for children to learn to 

read. 
 The teachers and staff at 
Mt. Erie are not only preparing 
our children for school but also 
for life. We recently presented 
our attendance program to the 
Skagit County Truancy Court 
Judge and the judge was so 
impressed he stated he would 
like to see it in effect across all 
of Skagit County. 
 The judge agreed that we 
need to engage our students at 
a young age so we establish 
routines and patterns early. He 
also stated that a program such 
as this would prevent students 
from seeing him later on in 
middle or high school due to 
poor attendance habits. 
 Help us continue to im-
prove our attendance and work 
toward every classroom com-
pleting the challenge! 

 Thank you to the following 
people for their tremendous 
help with the Reflections Inspi-
ration Workshop: Emily 
Hylton, Silja Shjarback, Lisa 
Jackson, Meg Sweeney, Kelly 
Switzer, Michelle Pope, Liz 
Florkowski, Trang Bui, and 
Michelle Pope. Each person’s 

creative guidance will guaran-
tee some fantastic entries into 
the Reflections competition 
this year. Thanks for all your 
help! 

Reflections 
Thank You 

eScrip 
 Did you know that if you 
simply register your Safeway 
card with eScrip, Mt. Erie PTA 
can get 1% cash back on all 
your purchases? This program 
is the easiest, no-effort fund-
raising program that Mt. Erie 
participates in and we need 
your help. Simply go to 
www.escrip.com and follow 
the instructions to register your 
card--it takes less than five 
minutes. 
 Even if you’ve registered 

your card in the past, you need 
to renew it every year for Mt. 
Erie to continue to receive the 
benefits. Go to our website at 

www.mteriepta.org if you want 
to download an overview of 
the program and step-by-step 
instructions on how to register 
your card. There is no down-
side to participating. You 
won’t get bombarded with 

spam emails or anything!! 
 Don’t wait--with the holi-
days approaching, this is a 
great time to sign up now and 
help Mt. Erie achieve its fund-
raising goals. No volunteering 
required! 
 If you have any questions 
or need more information, 
please contact Suzy Gilbert at 
suzygilbert@gmail.com. 

 In BoxTops News, we have 
two new classroom winners: 
Mrs. Miller, with eleven stu-
dents participating (550 Box-
Tops) and Mrs. Catlin, with ten 
students participating (500 
BoxTops). These two class-
rooms will receive a “healthy” 

sweet treat (cupcakes, brown-
ies, or cookies, for example) 
before Winter Break. 
 We also had five Individual 
winners who were randomly 
drawn from contributors. They 
are: Hannah Bustael (1st/
Morrison), Mollie Mayhew 
(2nd/Catlin), Eric Dotzauer 
(2nd/Barrett), Jackson Lusk 

(3rd/Boyes), and Cameron 
Hamilton (4th/Dunham/Walsh-
Smith). These students will 
each receive a “giftee” bag 
before Winter Break. 
 The Total BoxTops from all 
classes was 4600 Box-
Tops ($460). Way to go! 
 There will be one more Box-
Top Collection sheet just be-
fore Winter Break which will 
be due back by Jan. 31st, 2012. 
 If you have any questions or 
need more information, contact 
Ellen Kline (ellenkline@   
comcast.net) or Sunni Ausland 
(ausland@comcast.net). Thank 
you for your support! 

BoxTops News 

 With the support of our 
PTA, 53 fifth graders, two 
teachers, and 12 parent chaper-
ones spent three days and two 
nights of learning in the North 
Cascades Mountains. The 
group attended “Mountain 

School” from November 7 – 9. 
This nationally recognized 
environmental education pro-
gram is part of the North Cas-
cades Institute, a beautiful fa-
cility located on Diablo Lake. 
 Our 5th graders studied eco-
systems as a way to enhance 
and enrich their learning in Ms. 

Damarjian’s Science classes. 
 The Mt. Erie group feasted 
on delicious wholesome food 
at each meal, stayed in beauti-
ful dormitory-style lodges--
plenty of heat and hot water--
and learned from outstanding 
staff members who are com-
pleting their Master’s in Envi-

ronmental Education. In addi-
tion to learning about ecosys-
tems, students returned to Mt. 
Erie with a greater interest in 
our Western Washington envi-
ronment, deeper friendships, 
and memories to last a lifetime. 

Mountain School 
 Mt. Erie PTA membership 
directories are here! If you are 
a PTA member, you should 
have received your directory 
on December 1. If you didn’t 

receive one, please contact 
Emily Hylton at emilyhyl-
ton@comcast.net. 
 Still not a member? It’s not 

too late! Check out the benefits 
of PTA membership listed on 
the PTA website (http://
m t e r i e p t a . o r g / c a t e g or y/
membership/), Consider join-
ing Mt. Erie PTA as a way of 
showing support for our stu-
dents and staff. You can down-
load the membership form 
from the Mt. Erie PTA web 
site and return it to the school 
office with your check. 

Membership 

PTA Openings - Mount Erie PTA has the following openings: Mustang Points Coordinator, Re-
flections Committee Members (to help organize a showing of the artwork kids have done), Mis-
soula Children’s Theatre Committee, Legislative/Advocacy Chair (which is a board position), and 

we are also looking for an eScrip Coordinator. Interested? Contact PTA President Silja Shjarback. 
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9 Fidalgo 
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Nutcracker 

at Brodniak 

Hall-9:30a 

10 

11 12 13  

PTA Board 

Meeting at 

6:00p 

 

14 

 
Late Start 

15 16 “A 

Christmas 

Carol” on Mt 

Erie Stage at 

1: 30p and 

6:30p 

17 

18 19 

No School 

Winter 

Break 

20 

No School 

Winter 

Break 

21 

No School 

Winter 

Break 

22 

No School 

Winter 

Break 

23 

No School 

Winter 

Break 

24 

25 26 

No School 

Winter 

Break 

27 

No School 

Winter 

Break 

28 

No School 

Winter 

Break 

29 

No School 

Winter 

Break 

30 

No School 

Winter 

Break 

31 

 

December 2011 

     Mt. Erie Library Book Fair - Dec. 5th to Dec. 9th: 8a - 4p 

 School Year Events 

Jan 3                      Return from Winter Break 

Jan 9                      Winter Reading Kickoff Assembly 

Jan 9 - Feb 17       Winter Reading Program  

Jan 10                    PTA Board Mee!ng in the PTA room at 2:15pm 

Jan 12                    Family Night - Rep"le Man at Mt. Erie at  6:30pm 

Jan 16      No School (Mar"n Luther King, Jr. Day) 

Jan 24      General Membership Mee!ng in the Mt Erie Library 

      at  6:30pm-8:00pm   FREE CHILD CARE PROVIDED 


