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From the Principal 

 I can’t believe it’s March 

already. Daylight Savings is this 

coming Sunday the 11th and the 

school has been abuzz with ac-
tivity with no signs of slowing 

down. This is also one of the 

most important times of the year 

as teachers focus on the curricu-

lum and prepare for the state 

tests. This year’s testing window 

has been set for April 25 – May 

17 and it is extremely important 

to have your children in school 

during those days. In the coming 

weeks, you will receive general 
test and scheduling information 

from your homeroom teacher and 

from the school. 

 I realize there are not any 

parent conferences scheduled for 

this month as has been the prac-

tice in Anacortes for many years. 

This is due to the district’s shift 

to goal-setting conferences and a 

purposeful way of looking at 

how we communicate with par-

ents about student progress and 
learning. There is a district team 

reviewing this year’s process and 

we are working on a revised par-

ent communication process for 

next year. That being said, please 

feel free to call or email your 

child’s teacher if you have ques-

tions about individual progress. 

Teachers are available most 

mornings starting at 8:20 and 

afternoons until 3:50. 
 We recently wrapped up our 

Winter Reading Program and 

passed our school goal of 10,000 

hours making it a huge success 

and in just one week we’re start-

ing March Math Madness in con-

junction with the NCAA March 

Madness tournament. Teachers 

have had great help from parents 

in organizing ideas for this two-

week celebration of math and it 

all starts on March 14 (also 
known as Pi day, 3.14). The 

madness ends with an “Invention 

already seen great results in the 

work Mrs. Carlstrom and other 

members of the staff are doing 

with the program. 
- CARE (Cooperation, Attitude, 

Respect, Effort). Students are 

celebrating our CARE message 

this month with an “Attitude” 

Assembly. At the same time, 

we’re converting our board in the 

entrance to focus on “Respect.” 

It’s been wonderful to see stu-

dents writing the CARE message 

on papers and sharing with me 

what these words mean to them. 
- School Song. We are now sing-

ing our school song every morn-

ing on the news program and I 

have heard kids singing the song 

around the school. Ask your child 

for details.  

- PTA. The Missoula Children’s 

Theatre is here this week with a 

performance of The Pied Piper. 

As always, it’s sure to be an in-

credible rendition and a great 

opportunity for our students to 
enjoy exciting theater. There will 

be an in-school performance on 

Friday and a matinee on Saturday. 

The accomplished author, Royce 

Buckingham, who lives in Bel-

lingham will also be in our school 

next week working with 5th and 

6th graders on story writing and 

sharing his experience as a writer 

of young adult books. Finally, 

even though weather delayed our 
scheduled Saturday garden party, 

our School and Community Gar-

den still has a lot of work going 

on to make our spring kickoff a 

success. We’re looking at fencing 

options and young master garden-

er programs as well as fundrais-

ing. I can’t wait to see what 

grows this spring. 

 Once again, thank you to all 

our Mount Erie parents and fami-

lies for your continued support of 
the school. What we do is only 

possible because you’re involved.  

Convention” family night on 

March 23. It’s going to be fan-

tastic. 

 I’d like to send out a huge 
thank you to all the parents who 

showed up for the School Board 

site visit last month. It was a 

great success and the Board 

asked the attending parents some 

excellent questions about the 

school and the district. Here is 

what is going on in other areas: 

- Teacher/Principal Evaluation 

Pilot. Teachers in the district are 

now actively involved in a fo-
cused professional growth pro-

cess called a Cycle of Inquiry 

which looks closely at the stu-

dents in their room as well as 

their teaching practice. We have 

been using our time on late start 

Wednesdays along with other 

professional development time to 

develop, share, and learn with 

each other. Even principals are 

developing a similar project with 

more of a school-based focus 
and have been actively involved 

in learning the new observational 

rubric staff evaluation protocols. 

Anacortes continues to receive a 

lot of interest from outside 

groups for our evaluation work. 

- Primary Writing/Intermediate 

Math. Our K-3 teachers recently 

finished several days of profes-

sional development with David 

Matteson, a national expert on 
primary writing, and Dorothy 

Geary, an extraordinary math 

coach at the intermediate level, 

is back this week for several 

days with our K-5 teachers. 

- Learning Assistance Program 

(LAP). We have hired a new 

teacher, Deanie Carlstrom, to 

facilitate our LAP program. Mrs. 

Carlstrom brings a lot of experi-

ence from out of state at the pri-

mary level and is making great 
strides with our young students 

in reading and math. We have 

Peter Donaldson 

Everyone get ready for Mt. 

Erie's annual Talent Show! This 

year's theme is "It's Your Time to 

Shine". There will be two presen-
tations on Friday May 11th, one 

during school from 2-3 pm and a 

second presentation that evening 

at 6:45. Auditions will be April 

10th after school from 3:30-5 pm, 

April 11th before school from 

8:30-9:30 am, and after school 

on the 11th from 3:30-4:30 pm. 

So practice those skits, 

brush off your violins, and get 
your singing voices ready--we 

want to see you in the show! 

Remember, "It's Your Time To 

Shine". P.S. Get ready for an 

extra special MC this year… 

Details to be revealed later! 

MTE Talent Show  

PTA MEMBERSHIP 

2011-2012 

Membership goal  225 

Current membership 224 

Staff participation goal 75% 

Current Staff members 79% 

Weblinks and emails are enabled in the online version but are underlined 

and colored black for printing purposes only. 

As a Reminder, there is no late start on 

Wednesday, March 14th  
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Moving 

There will be informa-

tional meetings about 

Ana cor t es  Middl e 

School for the parents and 
guardians of sixth grade stu-

dents on Tuesday, March 20th 

from 6:30-7:30 pm and Thurs-

day, March 22nd from 2:30-

3:30 pm. Folks can attend ei-

ther meeting and the meetings 

will be held in the AMS Band 

Room, room #100. 

 Additionally, registration 

packets for the 7th grade will be 
sent to all sixth grade students 

and they need to filled out, 

signed by parents, and returned 

to the Middle School Counsel-

ing Center by Friday, March 

30, 2012.  

 Island View 

PTA is proud to 

sponsor the first 

ever all-elementary 
schools Science 

Extravaganza. This 

science fair is open 

to all elementary 

students in the Ana-

cortes School Dis-

trict. Bring your 

completed science 

project to Island View gym on Saturday, 

April 21st at 10:00 am. 

 This event is open to the public to view 
each of the wonderful projects and ask ques-

tions of our students. It is an out of class pro-

Great Activities Abound at Mt. Erie this Winter and Spring  

 The Mt. Erie Winter Read-

ing Program wrapped up in 

February with over 11,000 

hours read by Mt. Erie students 
in only six weeks. This reading 

total broke the school goal of 

10,000 hours and was quite an 

accomplishment considering 

the program experienced a 

week away from school due to 

snow right in the middle of the 

event. 

 The PTA funded books for 

all students who completed a 

reading card and the giveaway 
awarded nearly 400 free books. 

All the students did a great job 

but the program recognized 

several top readers for their 

grade groups. The Top Reader 

prize was awarded to Noah 

Dunham for Kindergarten and 

1st grade, Colin Butler for 2nd - 

4th grade, and Conner Close for 
5th and 6th grade. 

 The classes competed in the 

program as well with Ms. Mor-

rison’s, Mrs. Dunham/Walsh-

Smith’s, and Mrs. Brynteson’s 
classes each winning a pizza 

party for logging the most 

hours. The program would also 

like to recognize the Mt. Erie 

PTA, the Masonic Lodge, 

Skagit Cycle, and Cortland 

Puget Sound Rope for their 

continued support of this pro-

gram. And a special thanks 

goes out to Julie and Jon 

Gerondale for their efforts in 
managing the 2012 program 

and to John Dumas and Meg 

Atterberry for doing a fantasitc 

job organizing the event. 

up 

to 

Middle 

School 

 RIFRIF 
 After a highly successful 

first distribution in November, 

the second distribution of 

Reading Is Fundamental (RIF) 
books to all students in grades 

K-3 will be on Monday, March 

26th in the Mt. Erie library. 

 Throughout the day, each 

of the 11 classes will have a 25 

minute time slot to hear a guest 

reader and select a free book of 

their choice to take home. 

 We could still use some 

more volunteers to help make 

sure kids are finding the right 
book or to read aloud and share 

why reading is an important 

part of their lives so if you are 

available for 25 minutes or a 

couple of hours and would like 

to be a part of this important, 

event, please contact Kim Dot-

zauer at 588-9491or email at 

kimtraviserik@frontier.com. 

 In January, 

Reptile Man 

thoroughly en-

tertained and 
e d u c a t e d  a 

packed crowd of 

Mt. Erie stu-

dents, friends, 

and family. 

 In mid February, the Red-

foot Theatre Company per-

formed their rendition of The 

Bremen-Town Musicians to 

Mt. Erie students, Kindergar-

ten through 4th grade. The 
show was held in the library 

which allowed for an intimate 

setting with only two or three 

classrooms per show. Ask your 

child about some of the charac-

ters: “Clucky”, “Donkey”, “the 

Robber”, “Fru-

fru”, “Elmira 

Truffelon”, or 

“Silvia Stout”. 
We hope every-

one enjoyed the 

energy and 

playfulness of 

this wonderful 

theater troupe. 

 On an early Monday morn-

ing at the end of February, all 

2nd through 6th grade students 

left their backpacks behind and 

boarded buses for the historic 
Lincoln Theatre in downtown 

Mt. Vernon. At the theater, 

portions of several of Shake-

speare’s most popular plays 

were acted out by a cast com-

posed of students and adults 

from the surrounding area. 

This production by the META 

Performing Arts was partly 

sponsored by the Lincoln The-
atre which provided discounted 

student tickets and subsidized 

part of the transportation costs. 

Mount Erie’s costs for the 

show were paid for by a com-

munity-supported student en-

richment grant from Anacortes 

School District. 

 Throughout January and 

February, students have been 

busily reading as part of Mt. 
Erie’s “Reading Rocks” Win-

ter Reading Program. See 

“Reading Rocks!” below for an 

exciting report. 

 And finally, a group of as-

piring writers in grades 3-6 are 

participating in writing work-

shops in late February and 

March. A total of 40 students 

from Mt. Erie will attend this 
year: eight from 3rd grade, 13 

from 4th, three from 5th, and 16 

from 6th grade. They hope to 

gain some artistic insights from 

revered Anacortes artist and 

teacher Janice Veal. All of 

their hard work will culminate 

in their attending the full day 

Young Author’s Conference 

held at Skagit Valley Commu-

nity College. 

ject and parental in-

volvement is highly 

encouraged. 

 Coordinator for 
the Science Extrava-

ganza is Paula 

Molitor. Contact 

P a u l a  a t 

ivepta@gmail.com or 

299-2347. We also 

need volunteers for 

the Science Extrava-

ganza. Contact Susan Butler, the Mt. Erie PTA 

volunteer coordinator, at sjb1992@gmail.com 

if you are interested. 
 For a complete list of rules, please visit the 

PTA website, www.pta.org.  

Reading Rocks! Garden Plots 

Available 
 Garden Plots are still 

available at Mt. Erie for the 
upcoming season. If you or 

anyone you know is interest-

ed, please fill out an applica-

tion and submit it to Ana-

cortes Community Gardens 

(ACG). 

 You can find the applica-

tion forms online at http://

anacor t escommunit ygar -

dens.org/ .” 

 Mt. Erie PTA was awarded 

the Washington State PTA 

“Gold” membership award for 

enrolling a 10% increase over 
last year’s membership total 

by Jan 25. Way to go PTA!  
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 We are seeing an increase 

in the numbers of true influen-

za in all of Washington State. 
The Skagit County Public 

Health Department is reporting 

six new cases just this past 

week and suspect that there 

may be more. Type A is the 

most typical flu to get and is 

included in the flu shot. It is 

never too late to get the shot 

and the Public Health Depart-

ment highly recommends that 

folks of all ages get it. 
 The symptoms of influenza 

include a high fever with 

chills, upper respiratory infec-

tion, and often an upset stom-

ach. Influenza has the potential 

for causing pneumonia, wheez-

ing, bronchitis, and even death. 

It spreads quickly and easily. 
Please use good hand washing 

techniques and send students 

home who have beginning 

signs of fever, chills, and 

cough. 

 Children should remain at 

home until fever free for at 

least 24 hours and keep in 

mind that it can be a long ill-

ness, up to a week or more. 

 Check with you doctor 
about taking a culture to see 

what type of flu it is and re-

member, there are still some 

cases of H1N1 in our country 

but this is also included in the 

flu shot. Stay well! 

 Are you or your child curi-

ous about the Anacortes 

School District Challenge Pro-

gram? On Monday, March 19th 
there will be an informational 

meeting for all parents interest-

ed in the ASD Challenge Pro-

gram. The meeting is at 6 pm 

in the District Board Room, 

located on the second floor in 

the Administrative wing of the 

middle school. 

 Cindy Simonsen, the Direc-

tor of the Challenge Program, 

will present an overview of the 
program and Challenge Pro-

gram teachers will be on hand 

as well to answer questions. 

They will review the program 

curriculum, goals, and the se-

lection process for both ele-

mentary and middle school 

students. 

 Applications for the Chal-

lenge Program are due March 

21, 2012. Check out the ASD 
website www.asd103.org for 

more information (select 

“ R e g i s t r a t i o n ” ,  t h e n 

“Challenge Program under 

misc. forms). 

 Testing for the Challenge 

Program will take place the 

March 26, 27, and 28th and 

grades will be assigned to a 

particular day. For the most up 

to date information, visit the 
ASD website and for more 

information, contact Kat 

Grossman, Program Assistant 

for Learning and Instruction, 

Anacortes School District at 

kgrossman@asd103.org or 293

-1212. 

PTA Announcements 

Calling all future 
PTA Leaders!! 

 

 Mt. Erie PTA is looking for 

candidates for our 2012-2013 

school year Executive Officer 
positions: President, Vice-

President, and Secretary. All 

these positions will be elected 

by you, the PTA members, at 

our March 20th General Mem-

bership meeting. 

 If you would like to serve 

in any of these leadership 

roles or would like to recom-
mend someone, please con-

tact Leslie Tysseling at 

casaverdegi@hotmail.com or 

293-2616 or you can contact 

C a t h e r i n e  H o u c k  a t 

chouck8@msn.com or 293-

1297. 

 

Calling all PTA 
volunteers!! 

 

 It’s not too early to decide 

what role you would like to 
take on for PTA next year. 

Chairpersons and member op-

portunities for all of our com-

mittees are needed to enliven, 

invigorate, and maintain our 

incredible Mt. Erie PTA. 
 

Mt. Erie PTA Committees: 

 

Communications 

Membership 

Fundraising 

Volunteer Coordinator 

Legislative/Advocacy 

Family Nights 

Watch D.O.G.S. 

Safety  
Hospitality/Staff Appreciation 

 
Please note: the lead person of 
each of these committee positions 
is on the PTA Board of Directors. 

 

 New this year - March 

Math Madness! A celebration 

of math in many forms will 
begin on Pi Day, 3.14, and 

conclude with an Invention 

Convention Family Night on 

March 23rd at 6:30 pm. Volun-

teers for family night are also 

needed so please contact Polly 

Dubbel  a t  h ooverdub-

bel@gmail.com if you are will-
ing to help. 

 Look for more news on 

March Math Madness online at 

the MTE PTA website in the 

coming weeks. 

March Math Madness 

Health News 

 What do you do when your 

town is overrun by ravenous 

rats? You call the Pied Piper! 

Take a trip to Hamelin Town 
this Saturday, March 10th at 2 

pm with the Missoula Chil-

dren's Theatre (MCT) and 

sixty Mt. Erie students as they 

perform an original musical 

adaptation of the classic tale, 

“The Pied Piper”. Admission 

is free so see you there!  

Challenge Program 

 Come to the Mt. Erie PTA General Membership Meeting in 

the Mt. Erie Library on Tuesday, March 20th between 6:30 and 8 

pm  to vote for next year’s PTA officers. Free childcare will be 

provided. Come show your support and connect with other par-
ents and guardians to learn what’s happening at your school! 

Still time to Join PTA 
 

It’s not too late to join the Mt. Erie PTA! Your membership mat-

ters to us. If you haven’t noticed, we’re only one person away 

from our annual goal of 225 members this year. Thank you to all 

our members--you do make a difference at Mt. Erie! If you have 

not joined PTA and would like to, download the membership 
application from the Mt. Erie PTA website 

(http://mteriepta.org/category/membership/) and turn it in to the 

school office with your check. For more information, contact 

Emily Hylton (emilyhylton@comcast.net) or Leslie Tysseling 

(casaverdegi@hotmail.com). Be the difference! 

Calling All dirty Cars! 
 

Get the Winter grime off your car while helping the sixth grade 

class raise funds for their May Camp Orkila trip. Tickets can be 

purchased in advance for $5 from any 6th grade student or just 

drop by Island Adventures between 10am and 1pm on Saturday 

March 24th! Hope to see you there! 

Vote For PTA 

Officers for 

2012-2013 

School Year 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5  MCT au-

ditions at 

3:40-5:40pm 

in the  Mt. 

Erie gym. 

6 7 
Late start 

 

 

8 9 MCT in-

school perfor-

mance at 

1:30pm in the 

Mt. Erie gym. 

10 MCT 

performance 

at 2:00pm in 

the Mt. Erie 

gym. 

11 12 13 PTA 

Board of Di-

rectors 

Meeting: 

2:15pm in 

the PTA 

room. 

14 

No Late 

start  

 

15 Visiting 

Author Royce 

Buckingham 

(grades 5-6). 
 

16 Early 

Release - 

Dismissal 

at Noon  

 

17 

18 19  
Challenge Par-

ent Informa-

tional Meeting: 

6pm in the Dis-

trict Board 

Room. 

20  
PTA General 

Membership 

meeting: 

6:30pm in the 

Library. 

 

21 
Late start 

 

 

22 School 

Board Meet-

ing at 6:15pm  

in the  ASD  

Board Room. 

 

 

23 Invention 

Convention 

Family Night 

at 6:30pm in 

the Mt. Erie 

Gym. 

24 6th grade 

Fundraising 

Carwash from 

10-1 at Island 

Adventures 

25 26 
Reading is 

Fundamen-

tal (RIF) 

27 28 Young 

Author’s Con-

ference (2nd- 

5th grade stu-

dents only). 

Late start 

29 30 Young 

Author’s Con-

ference (6th 

grade stu-

dents only). 

31  

March 2012March 2012March 2012   

School Year EventsEventsEvents 

Apr 2-6       No School (Spring Break) 

Apr 18       Class Picture Day 

Apr 17       Board of Directors Meeting  at 6:30 pm  in the PTA room 

Apr 25-May 17          MSP Testing  

Apr 26       All School Choir Performance 

Apr 28       Washington State Math Competition in Blaine, WA 

Missoula Children’s Theatre (MCT) - The Pied Piper 

March Math Madness 3/14 to 3/23 

March Math Madness 3/14 to 3/23 


