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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 Tickets go 

on sale for 

the PTA 

Fundraising 

Spring 

Cruise host-

ed by Island 

Adventures 

2 

 
Late start 

3 4 5 
 

6 7 8 PTA 

Board of 

Directors 

Meeting: 

2:15p in the 

PTA room 

9 National 

Bike to School 

Day: 8:30a at 

Storvik Park 

for a bike bri-

gade 

Late start 

10 Mt. 

Erie’s Talent 

Show dress 

rehearsal: 

3:45p-5p  

11 Mt. 

Erie’s Talent 

Show: 2p-3p 

& 6:45p-7:45p 

in the Mt. 

Erie Gym 

12 

13 14  

Anacortes 

Community 

Garden Open 

House: 4p-7p 

at Mt. Erie 

15 16 

 
Late start 

17 18 19 

20 21 

Reading is 

Fundamental 

 

22 General 

Membership 

Meeting: 6:30p-

8p in the li-

brary. Free 

childcare 

23 
Late start 

24 School 

Board Meet-

ing: 6:15p in 

the  ASD  

Board Room 

25 26 

27 28 
Memorial 

Day - No 

School 

29 30 31   

May 2012May 2012May 2012   

School Year EventsEventsEvents 

Teacher Appreciation Week-May 7 to May 11 

Walk or Bike to 

School Week: 

May 7 - May 11. 

Camp Orkila (6th Graders): May 21 to May 23 

MSP Testing: 

April 25 to May 17 

MAP Testing: May 

18 to June 8 
 

June 2                    Mt Erie’s Spring Fundraiser-Sunset cruise by Island Adventures: 5:30p -9:30p 

June  5  Board of Directors Mee�ng: 2:15p in the PTA Room  

June 13  Field Day (K-2) 

June 15  Fun Run (3-6) 

June 21                  School Board Mee!ng: 6:15p in the ASD Board Room 

June 22  Last Day of School 

June 25                  Free kayak tour by Anacortes Kayak Tours                                                                                     

   More informa�on in the newsle!er  
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Growing our Community Garden 
By Laura Willingham, Garden Liaison 

Weather means more 

when you have a garden. 
There's nothing like lis-
tening to a shower and 

thinking how it is soaking 
in around your green 

beans.  
 ~ Marcelene Cox 

 
 This month we’ve set 

aside the weekends to start 
the site construction. Un-

fortunately, Mother 
Nature had a separate 
plan. So, while we’ve 
patiently waited for the 
rain to clear and the 
ground to dry, we’ve 

been busy fundraising 
and tending to the other 
important aspects of 
building the Garden. 
 Because of the weath-

er, we’ve created a temporary 

garden plot for the kids to use 
while we wait it out. Please 
remind your little ones that this 
is a special area that needs 
TLC so avoid walking in it or 
adding anything to it without 
Ms. Science’s guidance. 
 Thank you to everyone 
who shopped at the Skagit Val-
ley Coop this past Friday! The 
p r oceeds  t ot a l ed  over 
$1900.00! And a special thank 
you to Ace Hardware for sup-
porting our Garden by hosting 
a supply drive over the past 
month. Many people have do-
nated to the cause and this will 
help our children truly enjoy 
the gardening experience! We 
are still in need of several spe-
cific supplies that the children 
and teachers will need this 

coming season. Please check 
out the Volunteer spot for 
more details.  
 Also please mark your 
calendars for May 4th and May 
5th – the Garden Art Show here 
in town. We’ll be selling soil 

booster mix and garden art 
cards to benefit the community 
garden project. 
 Thank you to everyone 
who has been at the past two 
work parties--your time has 
been very valuable and benefi-
cial! We still need volunteers 
for our work parties coming 
up. Keep an eye out for email 
updates and e-blast infor-
mation on the next steps for the 
garden. For more details or 
questions, please contact Laura 
at #360-840-5467 or by email 
at meriegarden@gmail.com. 

Talent Show 
 Mount Erie - It's Your 
Time to Shine! Friday May 
11th from 2-3pm and 6:45-
7:45pm it's Mount Erie's an-
nual Talent Show in the gym-
nasium with our own Mr. 
Donaldson as MC! All partici-
pants please note the dress 
rehearsal is Thursday May 
10th from 3:45-5pm. You must 
show up with costume and 
everything necessary for your 
act (music, props, etc.) and be 
prepared to stay for the entire 
rehearsal (failure to do so may 
mean you won't be in the actu-
al show). Let's get excited for 
the talent that will be shining 
through on May 11th. It's go-
ing to be a great time for all. 
 Winners of the Reflections 
Art Competition will be post-
ed in the gym… be sure to 

browse the talented drawers, 
photographers, and writers’ 

works on the wall before or 
after the Talent Show!  

 Walk and Wheel Week is 

May 7-11. All students and 
staff are encouraged to walk or 

ride their bikes to school (with 
parents, too, if possible). Each 
day, teachers will take a count 

and the totals of both Island 
View and Mt. Erie will be an-

nounced at the end of the day. 
 Wednesday May 9th is 

National Bike to School Day. 
Students from both schools are 

encouraged to meet at Storvik 

Park at 8:30 to participate in a 

Bike Brigade. Mr. Donaldson 
and Mr. Hanrahan, Island View 

Principal, along with police 
officers and volunteers from 
Skagit Biking club, will lead 

the bike trains to each school 
(separate routes, of course). 

 Every student/staff who 
completes all five days of 

walking/biking will receive a 
free t-shirt. 

Walk and Wheel Week 

 

 

Read 

on!

 As a reward for reading 
the PTA newsletter, get a 
FREE KAYAK TOUR for 
parents and children of Mt Erie 
Elementary! Erik and Megan 
Schorr of Anacortes Kayak 
Tours (AKT) have graciously 
offered a 1.5 hour Bowman 
Bay kayak tour near Deception 
Pass to the first 48 Mt. Erie 
parent/child pair who sign up 
by calling 588-1117 (ask for 
Megan). 
 AKT’s family friendly sea 

kayaking trips take advantage 

of the calm waters of the Bow-
man Bay area of Deception 
Pass. You’ll explore the 

water’s edge in search of seals, 
porpoises, sea stars, and an 
amazing diversity of sea life. 
 This amazing offer is lim-
ited to the first 48 who sign up 
in 1 parent/ 1 Mt. Erie child or 
1 parent/ 2 child pairs for June 
25th. Departure times are 9am, 
11:30am, 2:00pm, or 4:30pm. 
A discounted rate of $25 will 
be offered for a second parent 
and sibling from other schools. 

Attention 

4th Graders! 
 YOU will be going to 
Mountain School next fall with 
your fellow 5th graders Novem-
ber 7th, 8th, and 9th 2012!  
 Mt. Erie PTA helps to en-
sure the Mountain School ex-
perience for future Mt. Erie 
students by funding a signifi-
cant portion of the cost for 
Mountain School as well as 
alleviating the teachers from 
any financial or fundraising 
role. Your participation in Mt. 
Erie fundraisers is key to the 
success of this program.   
 Past, present, and future 
Mountain School attendees 
show your support of Mountain 
School by joining the Mt. Erie 
PTA wildlife cruise on June 
2nd. All ticket sales go directly 
to Mt. Erie PTA programs. 
 Want more? Check out 
their  video a t (http: //
n c a s c a d e s . o r g / d i s c o v e r /
multimedia/mountain-school) 

Spring Fundraiser 
 Mark your calendars for 
the Mt. Erie Spring Fundraiser, 
Saturday, June 2nd from 5:30- 
9:30pm. Enjoy a family-
friendly circumnavigation of 
Fidalgo Island aboard the Is-
land Explorer 3, courtesy of 
Island Adventures. This falls 
on the weekend of the Water-
front Festival so make a whole 
day of it! 
 We’ll cruise past La Con-

ner, out through Deception 
Pass, and along the west side 
of Fidalgo Island for a beauti-
ful sunset. Tickets are $25 do-
nation per person* and are on 
sale starting May 1st at Island 

Adventures. Space is limited 
so make your reservation to-
day!  
 Bring a picnic dinner or 
purchase food, drinks, and 
snacks on board. It’s sure to be 

an event you and your family 
will remember for years to 
come! For more information, 
contact Suzy Gilbert at su-
zygilbert@gmail.com. Hope to 
see you there! 
 *All proceeds go to Mt. 
Erie PTA to fund all the great 
programs that you and your 
family have come to love and 
enjoy! 
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From the Principal 

 Here we are in May already 
with the last few weeks of the 
year to go. While I imagine some 
people (especially students) 
might be thinking of the upcom-
ing summer, the school is at its 
absolute peak in terms of learn-
ing and achievement for stu-
dents. 
 On May 1st, we started our 
first measurement of student 
progress (MSP) test day with 
fourth grade writing and grades 3
-6 have been testing in Reading, 
Writing, Math, and Science for 
the past week with one more 
week to go. What a great oppor-
tunity for teachers and students 
to affirm all the hard work from 
the past seven months. Our kids 
will do well because our teachers 
have done great work preparing 
them.  
 Once the state test window 
closes on May 17, we will open 
another test window for the 
measures of academic progress 
(MAP) test from May 18 – June 
8. One significant difference this 
year will be the addition of K-2 
grades accessing newly devel-
oped primary assessments. Once 
those results are available and 
teachers have had time to ana-
lyze them, we’ll be sure to share 

with all of you. The school is 
buzzing with activity right now.  
 District Leadership is also 
working on several projects to 
help us prepare for next year. 
We’re discussing schedules, 

staffing, instructions, and pro-
grams. While nothing has been 
set in stone, it’s important for us 

to be ahead of the curve on many 
of these topics. 
 Teaching and Learning - 

next year on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 5th. We’re going to hold a 

ribbon cutting and student walk-
in from the front of the school. 
One lucky 5th grader will be se-
lected in the morning to cut the 
ribbon at the front entrance and 
guide the students across a red 
carpet. We will close the parking 
circle and have all the classes and 
families assemble in that area. It 
will be exciting. 
 PTA Support - School and 

Community Garden. There has 
been so much progress on the 
garden but we have been stymied 
by the wet weather. Everyone has 
been making the best of it though 
and we hope to move ahead with 
student planting and community 
plots. PTA Teacher Grants – 
Many thanks to the PTA for the 
continued support of classrooms. 
Mountain School – All the piec-
es are in place for another incredi-
ble trip to Mountain School. 
Make sure to support our spring 
fundraiser boat trip to help raise 
money for Mountain School and 
other important activities. New 

Leadership – This time of year 
also marks the natural transition 
as your PTA leadership changes 
hands. I have set up a planning 
meeting with Silja Shjarback and 
Catherine Houck along with Polly 
Dubbel and Leslie Tysseling, the 
incoming PTA co-presidents, to 
begin developing our school cal-
endar for next year. It’s great to 

be working ahead in an effort to 
coordinate communication, 
school support, and year-long 
planning. 
 Enjoy the next few weeks 
and the long sunny nights ahead. 

- Peter Donaldson 

Teacher/Principal Evaluation 

Pilot. Our April 25th Cycle of 
Inquiry sharing was incredible. 
There was so much learning 
shared by teachers. The range of 
questions that teachers asked 
about their students was really 
impressive. Our plan is to devel-
op the same expectations and 
expertise for next year. This is a 
great process for looking at 
teaching practices, data, and stu-
dent learning. I have finished 
piloting my own observation 
cycles with three teachers from 
the building and will bring the 
collected results to a principals’ 

meeting on May 11th to send the 
information to the state. I can 
definitely tell you the new evalu-
ation tool and procedures have 
the potential to really support 
and develop powerful teaching. I 
am so excited to coordinate this 
work with other teachers next 
year. 
 School Culture - CARE 

(Cooperation, Attitude, Re-

spect, Effort). This has been a 
great way to message with stu-
dents about appropriate school 
behavior. Our next assembly, 
“Respect”, is set for later in May 

and will be put together by the K
-2 classrooms. Morning News – 
We now have 5th graders pre-
senting the news program which 
has been fun to see. We’re incor-
porating new elements on the 
program and are able to reach 
lots of students with important 
news and entertainment. I have 
students asking regularly if they 
can speak or perform on the 
news program. Ribbon Cutting 

– The staff has agreed to a new 
plan for the opening of school 

Peter Donaldson 

more volunteers to read aloud 
and share why reading is so im-
portant in their lives or to help 
make sure kids are finding the 
right book. So if you are availa-
ble for 25 minutes or a couple of 
hours and would like to be a part 
of this important event, please 
contact Kim Dotzauer at 588-
9 4 9 1  o r  k i m t r a v i s -
erik@frontier.com. 

Third and Final 

Weblinks and emails are enabled in the online version but are underlined and colored black for printing purposes only.  

 After highly successful dis-
tributions in November and 
March, the third distribution of 
books to all students in grades K-
3 will be Monday, May 21st in 
the Mt. Erie library. Throughout 
the day, each of the 11 classes 
will have a 25 minute time slot to 
hear a guest reader and select a 
free book of their choice to take 
home. We could still use some 

Reading is Fundamental Distro 

Last PTA Meeting 
 The last general PTA mem-
ber for the year will be May 22nd 
6:30-8pm in the Mt. Erie library.  
The budget for 2012-13 will be 
presented. Come hear how your 
PTA plans to use funds for the 
benefit of our students for pro-
grams such as 5th grade Mountain 
School, Family Nights, 6th grade 
Camp Orkila, staff appreciation, 
and more. Give your opinions, 
ask questions, and VOTE.  Child 
care provided free by our fabu-
lous young adult Americorp Vol-
unteers Liz and Trang.  


