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From the Principal 

 As I said at the start of the 

school year, Mount Erie is an 

incredible school. We are blessed 

with smart, active, and engaged 
students supported by strong, 

vibrant families. Teachers here 

have done an amazing job help-

ing prepare kids for the next 

grade and more importantly for 

the challenge of life itself. As we 

close the book on the 2011-2012 

school year, it’s fair to reflect on 

the hard work and dedication by 

our staff and PTA to make this 

year truly exceptional. 
 On the teaching and learning 

front, we had more students re-

ceive before or after school sup-

port from teachers in math and 

reading than ever before. We 

worked hard to integrate plant 

science and outdoor gardening 

for the first time. We put in place 

some new diagnostic assessment 

tools with mid-year data points. 

Teachers were part of profession-

al development on a number of 
topics including professional 

learning communities, common 

core standards, student engage-

ment, and new math assess-

ments, to name a few. We have 

the hardest working, most highly 

dedicated teachers in Anacortes. 

 On top of all that, our dis-

trict engaged in the most intense, 

satisfying professional work of 

my career--teacher and principal 

mendous asset to the school com-

munity and has provided Mt. Erie 

and its students with numerous 

learning and enrichment opportu-
nities. I want to personally thank 

both Silja Shjarback and Cathe-

rine Houck for their leadership 

and counsel throughout the year. 

I’m certain next year’s co-

presidents, Polly Dubbel and 

Leslie Tysseling, will do an 

equally outstanding job. We are 

working on a joint school/PTA 

calendar to help streamline all the 

activities going on at the school 
and I am currently in the process 

of developing a parent survey to 

mail to families. I hope you’ll 

take the time to answer it and 

send it back to the office. Look 

for it in about a week. 

 Make sure to enjoy the sum-

mer months. Nothing is finer than 

a Northwest summer and I hope 

each of you are anticipating all 

the great things we’re planning 

for next year. School starts on 
September 5th with a ribbon cut-

ting. Be on the lookout for a sum-

mer mailing to every family with 

an update on events and times for 

back to school information. And 

remember, at Mount Erie we 

CARE (Cooperation, Attitude, 

Respect, Effort).  

 Thanks again for making this 

the best school ever. 

- Peter Donaldson 

evaluation. Our staff has worked 

incredibly hard this year to learn 

new practices and protocols 

around evaluation. Anacortes 
and Mount Erie teachers have set 

themselves apart with their ef-

forts this year. I expect us to 

continue to see tangible benefits 

in teaching and student achieve-

ment in the years to come as a 

result of this work. 

 In a combined effort with 

the PTA, we sent our first group 

of 5th graders to Mountain 

School at the North Cascades 
Institute. I have every intention, 

as does the PTA, of making this 

an annual tradition at the school. 

What a fantastic trip. We also 

sent two teams from both 5th and 

6th grade to the State Math 

Championship as part of the new 

Math Madness school event. Our 

6th graders enjoyed a successful 

trip to Camp Orkila last month 

and we added in new enrichment 

and class support in the form of 
theater grants and school assem-

blies as well. We even hosted the 

first annual Open House Family 

Dinner. No one can fault us for 

not trying. 

 I have enjoyed the oppor-

tunity to serve as school princi-

pal and anxiously anticipate 

making next year even better 

given what I’ve learned the past 

nine months. Our PTA is a tre-

Peter Donaldson 

Thomas for keeping our finan-

cial situation organized and reim-

bursements prompt and accurate.  

- Polly Dubbel:  besides taking 
thorough notes at all our meet-

ings, was responsible for our first 

March Math Madness and very 

fun Invention Convention.  

- Peter Donaldson: what a great 

first year. Thank you for your 

guidance, involvement, and sup-

port of the PTA and the CARE 

you show each student at Mt. 

Erie.  

- Mt. Erie teachers and staff: 
thank you for all your support of 

our students and the PTA. You 

are what makes Mt. Erie the 

best!!  

- Suzy Gilbert: without her 

amazing organizing efforts for 

the fabulous fall auction fund-

raiser, none of what we do with 

Thanks from the PTA President 
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 What a great year for the 

PTA!! Our first family dinner 

with the Open House, family fun 

at the Harvest Festival, helping 
send 5th graders to the Mountain 

School, enjoying math games as 

well as seeing the creative inven-

tions during Math Madness In-

vention Convention, and watch-

ing our talented and brave stu-

dents perform in MCT produc-

tion and the Talent Show are just 

a few of the highlights. None of 

this could have been accom-

plished without the volunteer 
efforts of many people, especial-

ly the board and committee 

chairs. Special thanks to: 

- Catherine Houck for many 

student enrichment activities 

such as Reptile Man, META 

show, and Young Authors.  

- Jennifer Aggergaard & Gina 

the PTA could have occurred. 

And we had a blast on the family 

cruise this past Saturday!  

- Megan Atterberry & Jessica 

Notaro: They spoiled our staff 

and teachers with wonderful 

meals (many thanks to all the 

numerous volunteers who baked 

and cooked as well), gave fun 

gifts, and made the staff lounge 

and gym gorgeous for meals and 

the open house dinner. And you 

are life savers for providing 

snacks which were often dinner 

for many of us on General Mem-
bership Meeting evenings.  

- Kathleen & Russ Horr: Tons 

of hours of behind the scenes 

work to create our fabulous 

newsletters to keep us all in-

formed.  

- Emily Hylton & Leslie 

Tysseling: our wonderful mem- 
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bership chairs who led us to 

achieve our goal of 225 

members and produced the 

very valuable PTA member-

ship directory.  

- Tanya Twete: thank you 

for keeping us up to date on 

all things legislative.  

- Susan Butler: many hours 

spent searching for last mi-

nute volunteers, organizing 

our room parents, and writ-

ing many eBlasts.  

-  Jonathan V ander 

Schuur: kept our Watch 

DOGS organized and en-

gaged.  

- Laura Willingham: Thank 

you for being so organized 

and passionate about the 

community garden and espe-

cially for your resilience, 

patience, and positive atti-

tude in the face of Mother Na-

ture’s insistence on thwarting 

our plans!  

- John Dumas: together with 

Megan Atterberry, inspired all 

the kids to read many, many 

hours in our Winter Reading 

Program as well as brought our 

attention to safety matters at Mt. 

Erie.  

- Kim Dotzauer: thank you for 

bringing joy to our K-3 graders 

three times a year when they 

heard wonderful stories read to 

them and got to bring home a 

free book!  

- Sarah Nichols, Heidi Harris, 

Angela McLean & Heather 

Estabrook: our fabulous com-

munication team who kept our 

website, Facebook page, and 

reader board up to date!  

- Kathryn Jones: many thanks 

for organizing the Mustang 

Wear sales to show our school 

spirit.  

- Ellen Kline & Sunni 

Ausland: for keeping the Box 

Top program going and making 

it look like an easy fundraiser!  

- Kelly & Steve Switzer and 

friends: thanks to you, our Har-

vest Night is an ongoing fun 

Fall tradition  

- Tina Hoxie, Sunni Ausland, 

Karman Paul & Marguerite 

Lavelle: a big thank you for 

putting together a fabulous 

showcase of Mt. Erie’s talented 

students.  

- Melinda Moore: thank you for 

keeping the PTA informed 

about the yearbook needs. We 

look forward to seeing the final 

product!  

- Jim Roe: We can’t express our 

gratitude enough for your gener-

ous donation which made our 

fundraising auction a success 

and tons of fun!  

MTE Relay 

for Life Team 
 Interested in being on a 

Mt. Erie staff/PTA Relay For 

Life team? Everyone is wel-

come! 

 Relay For Life is a family-
friendly event which gives our 

community an opportunity to 

participate in the fight against 

cancer. There will be tents and 

teams at the Anacortes High 

School track starting at 3pm in 

the afternoon of June 23rd and 

participants will be spending 

the night walking around the 

track to Celebrate, Remember, 

and Fight Back for all those 
people who have been touched 

by cancer. We will continue to 

walk the track until the closing 

ceremony in the morning (9:00 

am) on June 24th. 

 Contact Vanessa Caruso at 

vcaruso@asd103.org if you are 

interested in joining the team.  

 237 Mt. Erie students 

walked, bicycled, or rode a 

scooter to school on Wednes-

day, May 9th! That’s more 
than half of all the students at 

Mt. Erie. Mt. Erie Students 

(and parents) you are outstand-

ing! 

 More dazzling facts: 265 

Mt. Erie students walked or 

wheeled (biked, rode a scooter) 

at least one day during the 

walk/wheel week! That’s 60% 

of Mt. Erie students. 

  119 Mt. Erie students walk- 

ed or wheeled all 5 days! 

  133 Mt. Erie students 

walked or wheeled 4 days 

  Mt. Erie students logged 918 

trips to school by wheel or foot 

during the week! 

 Upcoming Events - mark 
your calendar. 

  Walk & Wheel Wednesdays 

- ride or walk to school every 

Wednesday! 

  Saturdays (June 16, June 30, 

and August 11) - Family Fun 

Rides, see adjacent article and 

flyer for more info. 

Walk and Wheel Week 

Membership 

Update 
 A big “Thank You” to all 

the parents, grandparents, teach-
ers, and staff who joined Mt. 

Erie PTA this year! We sur-

passed our goal of 225 members 

with 228 and had 79 percent of 

the Mt. Erie staff as members. 

 It is definitely the members 

who make Mt. Erie PTA strong 

working alongside the staff for 

our kids. Thank you for making 

a difference in the lives of stu-

dents and staff at Mt. Erie. We 

appreciate your membership 

and participation and look for-

ward to another strong year for 

Mt. Erie Elementary and the 

PTA! 

Spring 

Fundraiser 
 Many thanks to all the Mt. 

Erie families who came out to 

support the PTA at our Spring 

Cruise Fundraiser! We raised 
$2,225. On Saturday, June 2nd, 

89 people went out on the Is-

land Explorer 3 and circum-

navigated our beautiful Fidalgo 

Island. We saw lots of wildlife 

and learned some new facts 

about our island home. Special 

thanks to Shane and Jenn Ag-

gergaard of Island Adventures 

for donating 100% of the prof-

its to the Mt. Erie PTA. 

- Shane & Jennifer Ag-

gergaard: So very generous of 

you to donate Island Explorer 3 

and its crew to share in a fabu-

lous family friendly cruise. 

 And to all the many, many 

countless parents who helped in 

a myriad of ways creating won-

derful bulletin boards, setting 

up/taking down chairs, decorat-

ing for various activities, host-

ing MCT directors, assisting 

with health screens, baking 

cookies, and so on and so forth. 

You may not be specifically 

named but the PTA couldn’t 

operate as we do without YOU 

and it is very much appreciated!  

 It’s been a fabulous year. 

And I hope you have an incredi-

ble summer!!  

 

~ Silja Shjarback 

Family Fun Ride June 16th 
 It’s Father’s Day weekend 

and what better way to cele-

brate than taking a family bicy-

cle ride on the Tommy Thomp-
son Trail around March Point.  

  When: Saturday, June 16th,  

9am-1pm 

  Where: Start at the Skate 

Park located at R & 23rd St 

 There will be raffle prizes, 

a helmet fitting station, a bike 

checkout/maintenance station, 

and refurbished bicycles on 

sale for a very affordable cost 

 After you check in, take a 

leisurely ride along the TT 

Trail out over Fidalgo Bay and 

continue around March Point. 
This is one of the most beauti-

ful rides in Skagit County. 

Dust off your bicycles and 

come on out and enjoy the 

morning ride! 

 Future Rides include June 

30th - an easy trail ride near 

Whistle Lake and August 11th - 

around Washington Park. See 

you there! 

Clothing 

Drive 
 Help your community by 

bringing in gently used cloth-

ing for the Back-to-School 

Fair, restocking the nurse’s 
office with extra clothing, and 

p r o v i d i n g 

clothing for 

less fortu-

nate chil-

dren. 

 S i z e s 

Pre-K thru 

young adult are needed. New 

packages of underclothing and 

socks are also being accepted. 
 Bring your clothes in June 

4-8th before 

or directly 

a f t e r 

s c h o o l . 

Bins will be 

available to 

sort cloth-

ing by gender and size. Thank 

you for your help! 

mailto:vcaruso@asd103.org
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  2  
Walk or 

Wheel 

Wednesday 

Late start 

3 1 2 
 

3 4 5 PTA 

Board of 

Directors 

Meeting: 

2:15p in the 

PTA room 

6  
Walk or 

Wheel 

Wednesday 

Late start 

7  8  9 

10 11  

 

12 13 Field 

Day (K-

2th)-1:15p 

Walk or Wheel 

Wednesday 

Late start 

14 15 Fun 

Run (3rd-

6th)-10a 

16 Family  

Fun Ride: 

9a-1p, Tom-

my Thomp-

son Trail 

(22nd St) 

17 18 
 

19  20 
Walk or 

Wheel 

Wednesday 

Late start 

21 School 

Board Meet-

ing: 6:15p in 

the  ASD  

Board Room 

22 Last 

Day of School: 

Dismissed at 

noon 

23 Mt. 

Erie Relay 

for Life:3p, 

Anacortes 

High 

School  

Track   

24 25 
 

26 27 28 29 30 Family 

Fun Ride: 

9a-1p, Whis-

tle Lake 

Parking Lot 

June 2012June 2012June 2012   

Upcoming Events 

 

 

MAP Testing: May 

18 to June 8 
 

July 21                             All Age Hike - Little Cranberry, 10a  
Aug 11                            All Age Hike - Heart Lake, 10a 
Aug 11                            Family Fun Ride - Washington Park, 9a-1p 
Aug 24                            Outdoor Movie, “The Lorax” -  Storvik Park at 8p 
Sept 5                             First Day of School (1st - 6th graders) Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 
Sept 8                             All Age Hike - Mitten Pond, 10a 
Sept 10                           First Day for School for Kindergartners 

For more information about the All Age Hike go to www.friendsoftheacfl.org 
For more information about the Family Fun Ride contact Anacortes Parks and Recreation 

Clothing Drive - June 4 to June 8 

Sixth Grade 

Moving Up 

Ceremony: 10a 

in the gym 



STUDENT ACTIVITIES ($13,350 in funding and many, many 

volunteer hours) 

Assemblies during the school year (Reptile Man, Missoula Chil-

dren’s Theatre show, Talent show) 

Winter Reading Program 
March Math Madness 

Missoula Children’s Theatre (two shows and 14 in-classroom 

workshops)  

Visiting author (Royce Buckingham, 5th-6th) 

Visiting acting troupe (Redshoe Theatre Co., K-4th) 

Reading is Fundamental (RIF) 

Young Authors’ writing workshops & conference  

Field Day support (new and improved) 

Reflections National PTA Art Program 

Community Garden 

 

Family Nights - Harvest Night, Reptile Man, Invention Conven-
tion, Talent Show 

  

Field Trip Grants (so far… does not include June trips!): 

Mountain School - 5th grade 

Camp Orkila - deposit for 6th grade 

Whatcom Museum - 4th grade 

Transportation funding for: 

Nutcracker (all grades) 

4th/5th grade sing-along  

Young Authors’ Conference 

Scholarship Fund assisting families in need for extracurricular/
field trip fees 

 

FAMILY SUPPORT ($5,350 in funding and heaps of volunteer 

hours) 

Room Parents (new program) 

Watch D.O.G.S. (Dads of Great Students)  

New Family/Kindergarten Tea 

Family Dinner (in conjunction with school open house)  

PTA Newsletter/Website/eBlasts 

Annual PTA directory 

 

Welcome packet for new families  

Refreshments at PTA meetings 

PTA leadership participates in WA PTA Annual conference and 

trainings 

PTA membership and administrative stuff 
 

SCHOOL SUPPORT ($250 on funding and oodles of person 

hours)  

Assistance in school and district sponsored events: 

Mt. Erie Library’s Book Fair 

Walk/Wheel Week 

Picture days 

Health screenings 

Back to School Fair (clothing drive, donation) 

Field Day/Fun Run 

Sixth grade moving up ceremony 

Grant writing for META Performing Arts (2nd-6th grade 
attended show) 

Mountain School (5th )  

 

Mt. Erie Mustang t-shirts/sweatshirts 

Clothing Drive (nurse’s office, school closet) 

Lunch money program 

 

STAFF SUPPORT ($4400 and many hours of catering) 

Staff grants ($100 each for in-classroom supplies) 

Staff Appreciation Activities (lunches during conferences, ap-

preciation week, miscellaneous treats during the year) 
Laminating and die cut machine accessory supplies for school 

use purchased 

 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT AND SUPPORT 

Food to Thought - district committee to improve school lunches 

Superintendent Parent Advisory Committee (SPAC) - new as of 

May 2012 

Mt. Erie Safety Committee 

Collaborating with other Anacortes PTAs 

Community Garden 

2011-2012 School Year in Review: 
Mt. Erie PTA in the lives of Mt. Erie students, parents, and staff  
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Walk and Wheel 

Wednesdays 

Join your friends, neigh-

bors, and classmates walking, bi-

cycling, or scootering to school 

every Wednesday! 

Host Families for Foreign Exchange Students Needed 
 Host families are needed for exchange students from around the world. Your home could welcome a student (you choose 

whether it’s a male or a female student) and s/he attends the high school closest to your home. Hosting an exchange student often 

means discovering you have added a wonderful new member to your family. All students are non-smokers and non-drinkers, are in 

the top tier, academically, in their schools, and have been screened through background checks as well as personally recommended 

by their principals for their character. 

 Students come with medical insurance, a monthly allowance, cell phone, laptop, and a huge desire to experience our culture. 

As one of this year’s students put it, “Being a student in the United States will be like I’m in an American movie.” 
 The host families are to provide the high school student with his or her own bed, meals, and a place to study. Students arrive in 

August and depart in July. They are eager to see and experience family life in the U.S. and hopefully see some area attractions. The 

non-profit foundation Academic Foundation for International Cultural Exchange (www.afice.org) coordinates the exchange. If you 

are interested or have questions, please call Kristi York, AFICE Area Coordinator , at 206 387 6554 or email at kyork@spu.edu. 

Thank you Silja! 
 Thank you to our great PTA 

leader, volunteer, parent, and com-

munity member, Silja Shjarback! 

Silja has been involved in Mt. Erie 
PTA since her 6th grader began 

Kindergarten and has been a steady 

voice and force in bettering the lives 

of students and families at Mt. Erie. 

 She has been involved in every 

aspect of PTA from secretary, vol-

unteer coordinator, to president and 

has brought significant programs 

such as Watch D.O.G.S and Missou-

la Children’s Theatre to the school. 

Her behind the scenes support for 

students and families at Mt. Erie has 

been tremendous! Thank you, Silja! 
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