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From	  the	  Lead	  Learner	  
Peter	  Donaldson	  

	  
School	  Board	  Visit 

I	  want	  to	  thank	  our	  School	  Board	  for	  making	  its	  annual	  visit	  to	  the	  school	  last	  week.	  We	  
were	  able	  to	  visit	  all	  the	  classrooms	  in	  the	  school	  and	  have	  a	  lively	  discussion	  about	  the	  successes,	  
challenges	  and	  needs	  facing	  the	  school.	  My	  board	  report	  is	  now	  part	  of	  the	  public	  record	  and	  can	  be	  
viewed	  under	  a	  link	  on	  the	  ASD	  website.	  Select	  Department,	  School	  Board,	  Previous	  Meetings,	  
February	  6.	  Here	  are	  some	  reflections	  of	  the	  meeting	  by	  Dr.	  Mark	  Wenzel	  which	  were	  shared	  with	  
staff: 
Successes:	  

1. Evidence	  of	  increased	  student	  achievement.	  Peter	  took	  us	  through	  the	  data	  at	  
different	  grade	  levels/subject	  areas	  and	  showed	  us	  many	  examples	  of	  student	  
success.	  

2. Improved	  attendance	  rates	  for	  all	  grade	  levels	  this	  year,	  along	  with	  fewer	  
office	  referrals	  with	  PBIS.	  

3. Impressive	  staff	  collaboration.	  Peter	  raved	  about	  the	  thoughtfulness	  with	  
which	  staff	  are	  coming	  together	  this	  year	  around	  the	  building	  “problem	  of	  
practice,”	  data	  walls,	  cycles	  and	  PLC	  work.	  

Challenges: 
1. Achievement	  gap.	  We	  looked	  at	  the	  gap	  numbers	  and	  talked	  quite	  a	  bit	  about	  

interventions	  for	  struggling	  learners.	  Part	  of	  the	  conversation	  is	  how	  to	  align	  
our	  resources	  to	  address	  the	  greatest	  needs.	  How	  do	  we	  ensure	  effective	  
interventions	  in	  core	  subject	  areas	  in	  classrooms	  across	  the	  district?	  	   

2. Counseling.	  Peter	  shared	  that	  the	  social/emotional/behavioral	  needs	  of	  our	  
students	  are	  great,	  and	  we	  may	  need	  to	  consider	  more	  staffing	  to	  support	  
counseling. 

3. New	  learning	  for	  staff.	  Peter	  shared	  the	  intensity	  of	  so	  many	  new	  initiatives	  
hitting	  public	  education	  at	  once	  –	  and	  the	  need	  to	  lead	  in	  a	  way	  that	  makes	  the	  
change	  more	  manageable	  for	  staff	  (this	  is	  a	  theme	  I’ve	  been	  sounding	  in	  
community	  presentations).	  He	  reiterated	  support	  for	  how	  hard	  everyone	  is	  
working. 

My	  personal	  favorite:	  
Everyone	  at	  this	  school	  seems	  happy.	  
	  
continued	  on	  next	  page…	  
	  



  

Staff	  Parking	  Lot 

We	  need	  your	  help.	  There	  has	  been	  an	  increase	  in	  parents	  accessing	  the	  staff	  parking	  lot	  at	  the	  
end	  of	  the	  day	  to	  park	  and	  pick	  up	  their	  children	  from	  school.	  The	  result	  is	  parents	  and	  students	  
crossing	  between	  busses	  to	  get	  to	  the	  front	  of	  the	  school.	  Along	  with	  the	  bus	  drivers,	  I	  have	  some	  
real	  concerns	  about	  general	  safety	  in	  this	  situation.	  Our	  drivers	  have	  so	  much	  to	  pay	  attention	  to,	  
it’s	  possible	  for	  them	  not	  to	  see	  someone	  squeezing	  between	  busses.	  	  I	  want	  to	  make	  sure	  all	  our	  
families	  are	  safe	  when	  they’re	  here.	  Let’s	  see	  if	  we	  make	  their	  job	  a	  little	  easier. 

1. Remember	  that	  the	  large	  parking	  lot	  is	  for	  staff	  only. 
2. Parents	  should	  line	  up	  with	  other	  cars	  and	  use	  the	  drop	  off/pick	  up	  loop	  to	  

collect	  children	  after	  school	  (we’re	  doing	  the	  best	  we	  can	  to	  make	  that	  
move	  efficiently.) 

3. If	  you	  do	  park	  off	  campus	  and	  walk	  up	  to	  the	  school,	  please	  use	  the	  
sidewalk	  on	  41st	  and	  approach	  the	  school	  by	  walking	  near	  the	  flagpole. 

Thanks	  for	  your	  help	  in	  making	  our	  school	  safer.	  
	  
Peter	  -‐	  What	  We	  Do	  Matters 

Message from the Co-President 
Co-President Polly 

February has come in with a storm of activity for our PTA and schools.   A crew of very dedicated people from the 
Mt. Erie PTA formed the backbone of the Levy effort.  I could not keep up with all of their work but I’m so grateful that we 
had them organizing every day for the past many weeks on behalf of the future of our students and community.  Please give 
Leslie Tysseling, Catherine Houck, Sarah Nichols, and Silja Shjarback a big pat on the back when you see them next.  

We had wonderful community support for our first ever Science and Tech Family Night (photos below.) The energy 
and engagement in the gym from kids interacting with volunteer professionals from our school parents and community 
members was quite inspiring.  It was great fun for all to see the creations of our own Mt. Erie Robotics Team and the High 
School First Tech Team.  Thanks to all who volunteered and participated.  Who knew so much could be learned on a Friday 
evening?   

Looking ahead we have events coming fast and furious. Young Authors workshops are underway with great 
success.  This week the PTA is hosting art camps at Mt. Erie in preparation for the first opening of the Mustang Gallery Art 
Show in early May.  February 28 will start our March Math Madness promotion in conjunction with the school.  We start off 
with a Math Blast Show from the Pacific Science Center at the Friday evening family night.  Look for flyers on the family 
night and the fun March Math Challenge to come home soon.  Also look for a notice for the Talent Show Tryouts held on 
March 5 and 6th.  And right around the bend is the arrival of Missoula Children's Theater the third week in March.   

Well, I hope you can keep that all straight.  Check out our one page calendar on the PTA or Mt. Erie website if you 
need help, we should have all important dates posted.  I look forward to seeing you at all of the fun events coming up this 
spring.  As always, your support makes all of this possible!  



 

 
Mt. Erie’s Got Talent!!! 

 
Calling all Mt. Erie students to get their 

talented juices flowing! 
Auditions for the annual Mt. Erie Talent 

Show are coming next month. 
Auditions will be held 

Wednesday March 5th before 
school from 8-9:30 and after 
school March 6th from 3:30-5 
(the actual 

Talent Show will be Friday, 
April 11th). So tune your 
violins, shake the dust off 
your dance shoes, and get 
your singing voices ready! 

Now, more than ever, is the 
time to show us what you can do! Please 
call Tina Hoxie at 360-708-1297 with any 
questions and/or if you are able to donate 
just a bit of your time in various ways.  
P.S. Please note only one jump rope act 

will be selected to participate in the show. 

 

Mt Erie Elementary PTA 
FUN-Raiser! 

Carnival & Silent Auction  
APRIL 19, 2014 5-8 PM  

Fun for the whole family! Bouncy toys and activities for the 
kids, silent auction for adults.  

 
• Student/Classroom Art Auction 

• Grade Level Theme Basket Auction 
• Teacher-Time Raffle Drawing 

 
Monies raised make up the remainder of our goal for the 

school year and pays for the incredible enrichment programs 
provided to our kids!  

Help PTA get  
EASY 

MONEY! 
 

You’ve earned the PTA about $500 so far 
this school year just by shopping 

AMAZON through this link:  

http://b-y.us/PTA.html 
 

THANK YOU! Please help keep the 
earnings flowing by bookmarking the link, 
logging on through this link, and shopping 

how you normally would! It’s  
EASY MONEY! 

 



 
A Message From Gina Thomas  

Box Tops Coordinator 
 

Way to go Mount Erie! We surpassed our submission goal and submitted $360.00 worth 
of Box Tops last week!!  That was 3,600 Box Tops submitted by over 50 students!  Thank you!!!! 

Nice work!  Keep up the collecting!  We are already 
counting Box Tops for our 2nd submission.  We will keep you 
posted on how much money our next batch brings in to our Mount 
Erie PTA.  Our goal this year was to earn $500.00 from Box Top 
submissions, and Mount Erie Elementary is on the way to 
bringing in much more than that! This money will directly benefit 
our students!  Super! 

It is always time to submit Box Tops, so if they are piling 
up at your house, please bag them in a Ziploc in groups of 50, and have your child bring them 
in.  If you put your student's name and their teacher's name on a slip of paper and include it, you 
may win a prize! 

Prizes this round will go out to Gavin Montelongo, Tyler Buckles and Tristan 
Detering.  Their combined collections were worth over $50.00.  Awesome!  A special thanks to 
Mrs. Strainer's and Mrs. Cardinale's students!  We found 
their classrooms to have the highest number of Box Top 
student contributors! 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me 
at ginat123@comcast.net. 
 

LIKE US on Facebook! 
 Visit www.facebook.com/MtEriePTA 

	  

MISSOULA	  CHILDREN’S	  THEATRE	  COMING	  SOON!	  
	  

Only	  one	  month	  until	  auditions	  for	  Mt.	  Erie	  Elementary's	  production	  of	  Hansel	  and	  
Gretel!	  	  The	  week	  of	  March	  17th	  -	  22nd,	  2014,	  two	  talented	  Missoula	  Children's	  

Theatre	  Directors	  will	  cast	  willing	  students,	  rehearse	  with	  them	  and	  amazingly	  perform	  
with	  them	  their	  production	  of	  Hansel	  and	  Gretel.	  	  ALL	  IN	  ONE	  
WEEK!	  	  Those	  students	  wanting	  to	  audition,	  be	  prepared	  to	  
stay	  after	  school	  on	  Monday,	  March	  17th	  for	  auditions	  from	  

3:40p.m.	  to	  5:40.	  
	  

Your	  Mt.	  Erie	  PTA	  volunteers	  have	  secured	  housing	  for	  our	  
two	  directors	  and	  our	  pianist	  has	  been	  practicing	  the	  music	  
for	  the	  upcoming	  performance.	  	  We	  are	  excited	  for	  a	  week	  
filled	  with	  theatre	  at	  Mt.	  Erie	  Elementary,	  while	  we	  host	  MCT	  
classroom	  theatre	  workshops	  and	  the	  MCT	  production	  of	  

Hansel	  and	  Gretel.	  
	  

We	  will	  be	  sending	  out	  a	  flyer	  the	  first	  week	  of	  March	  with	  more	  details.	  	  For	  more	  
information,	  please	  call	  Gina	  Thomas,	  at	  360-770-4745,	  or	  email,	  ginat123@comcast.net,	  or	  

call	  Jessica	  Notaro	  at	  360-202-1441,	  or	  email	  	  notarofamily@comcast.net	  



 
 
 
THANK YOU ANACORTES! 

 

Both Anacortes School Levies passed with a resounding “YES”! 
 
Anacortes Schools will be funded for the next 4 years as we know 
them today thanks to the passage of the Maintenance and 
Operations Levy (proposition 1) with 73.78% votes cast as “yes” for 
the Levy.   
 
Anacortes Students will see more technology incorporated into 
their classrooms in the next 4 years thanks to the passage of the 
new Technology Levy (proposition 2) with 72.62% votes counted as 
“yes” for the Levy. 
 
A simple majority (50% +1) is required for levies to pass. 
 
 

 
 

 
School Spirit Fridays 

Wear Your 
MUSTANG 

Shirts & Colors!!! 
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Feb. 5-April 10: Young Authors 

Feb. 14-17: No School; February Break 

Feb. 28:  March Math Family; 6:30- 8:00 p.m. 

March 5 & 6: Talent Show Tryouts 

March 14: Pi Day Celebration 

March 17-22: Missoula Children’s Theatre 

March 25: PTA General Membr. Mtg., 3:45-5 p.m.  

March 28: No School/Reserved for Snow Day 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Mt. Erie PTA Board of Directors and Ad-Hoc Committee Leaders 
 

EXECUTIVE BOARD:   Board of Directors (cont.):    
Polly Dubbel,     Katie McKenna,    Karman Paul, Mustang Wear Sales  
Co-President/Volunteer List   Communication/Newsletter   karman@verizon.net 
hooverdubbel@gmail.com   clanmckenna@gmail.com   Melinda Moore, Yearbook Coord. 
Leslie Tysseling,     Peter Donaldson,    mmoore@asd103.org 
Co-President/Communications Group  Principal     Polly Dubbel, Science Careers Night 
casaverdegi@hotmail.com   pdonaldson@asd103.org   hooverdubbel@gmail.com 
Silja Shjarback, Vice President       Polly Dubbel, March Math Madness 
shjaresa@fidalgo.net   Ad-Hoc Committee Leaders:  hooverdubbel@gmail.com 
Sonia Hambleton, Co-Treasurer       Leslie Tysseling, District Liason 
soniahambleton@hotmail.com  Kim Dotzauer, Reading is Fundamental (RIF) casaverdegi@hotmail.com 
Heidi Harris, Co-Treasurer   kimtraviserik@frontier.com   Lisa Kuhnlein, Reflections Art 
heidicharris@msn.com   Megan Atterberry, Harvest Night  lisa@kuhnlein.com 
Karman Paul, Secretary   luccalily@comcast.net   Katie McKenna, Reader Board 
karman@verizon.net   Astrea Miller, Web & Facebook Coord.  clanmckenna@gmail.com 
     info@natureday.com   Gina Thomas & Jessica Notaro, 
Board of Directors:   Suzy Gilbert-Wiggens, Family Dinner  Missoula Children’s Theatre 
Jennifer Aggergaard,    suzygilbert@gmail.com              ginat123@comcast.net 
Fundraising Chair    Tina Hoxie, Talent Show   jessicanotaro@me.com 
aggergaard@comcast.net   tinawin74@hotmail.com    
Emily Hylton,    Kathleen & Russ Horr, E-Scrips  
Membership Co-Chair   kathandruss@msn.com    
emilyhylton@comcast.net   Jillian Woodworth, Fall Into Reading    
Diane Peterson,    njwoodworth@gmail.com     
Membership Co-Chair   Gina Thomas, Box Tops & Soup Labels   
dianekuen@gmail.com   ginat123@comcast.net    
Terri Piorskowski,    Catherine Houck, Walk & Wheel    
Volunteer Chair    chouck8@msn.com    
tipiorkowski@yahoo.com   Catherine Houck, Young Authors Coord.    
Sarah Nichols, Legislative/Advocacy/  chouck8@msn.com    
District Food Committee   Laura Willingham, Grant Writer    
sarah@aquarianaudio.com   laura_willingham@yahoo.com  
Megan Schorr,    Debbie Martin, Garden Liaison  
Watch D.O.G.s Chair   rimlily@hotmail.com 
megan@anacorteskayaktours.com 
 

Mar. 31-Apr. 4: No School/Spring Break 

April 11: Talent Show, 6:45-8:00 p.m. 

April 19: PTA FUNraiser Carnival, 5-8:00 p.m. 

April 25: K-12 Early Release  


