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Letter from Peter Donaldson, Lead Learner 

 

The First Grade Experience 

 Having spent 8 years teaching first grade, it still holds a special place in my 

heart. Just recently I had to take over for a 1st grade teacher with a child emergency. 

The energy and excitement in the room was palpable. It’s a wonderful age full of 

curiosity and potential. Although one surprised student did remark, “Hey you’re not 

our teacher, do you even know how to teach?” I’ll take that as an example of 

unbridled confidence. 

 Our Mount Erie first grade team is absolutely one of the best. This year Mrs. 

Emily Kenote joined both Ms. Kate Morrison and Mrs. Angie Miller. The three of them 

have made a terrific team as they share many ideas about curriculum and teaching, 

always making an effort to provide the best learning experience possible. First grade 

is the “reading year” too so it makes sense that so much of the student day is used 

for literacy activities. My visits though their rooms continually reveal new and 

engaged ways to help students develop reading skills and confidence as readers. 

 From “Lips the fish” to “chunky monkey” to “stretchy snake”, first graders get a 

daily dose of how to break words apart, read with fluency and comprehend what they 

read. These teachers are also using small group instruction and instructional support 

from professional para educators to enhance our reading program. This year, all 

three teachers have included daily writing for students with the Writers Workshop 

model and a new supportive curriculum by Lucy Caulkins. It has simply been amazing 

to see how much these students are writing.  Just recently I watched a teacher 

instruct about how to improve their “How to Books”. Kids were using lists, labels, and 

pictures to teach others about Minecraft, making a snowman, and putting peanut 

butter on toast. 

 A typical week is rounded out with 60 minutes of math each day, with weekly 

opportunities for music, PE, library and art. It’s so impressive to see such 

accomplished teaching in support of our students. We love our first grade teachers 

and our families. Have a great Thanksgiving. 
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A major fund raiser for the 

Library. Last year we raised 

over $4,000.00 to spend on 

materials for the Library. 

 

Our Scholastic Book Fair is a reading 
event that brings to school the books kids 
want to read. It’s a wonderful selection 
of engaging and affordable books for 
every reading level. Please make plans to 
visit our Book Fair and be involved in 
shaping your child’s reading habits.  

  

Book Fair dates: December 1-5, 2014 

Shopping hours: 8:30am – 4:00pm 

 

Volunteer Spot sign up has gone out for signing up voluntees to help set up, take down or 
work the cash registers. Contact Terri tlpiorkowski@yahoo.com  if you did not receive it. 

Thanks for your help! 

  

PTA General 

Membership Meeting 

Monday November 24 

3:45-5:00 pm 

Mt. Erie Library 
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Clothing Drive for Mt Erie Mustang Closet!  
 

Clean the kids’ closets for a good cause!! 
 

We are accepting GENTLY USED, CLEAN CLOTHES for the 

Mt. Erie Mustang Closet through December. On 

most days the collection box will be outside for 

easy drop off. In very inclement weather it will 

be right inside the front door. The Mustang Closet 

serves our students by filling clothing needs and 

providing warm jackets, toiletries, shoes and more.  

Please consider a donation of any of the following: 

 

Gently used clean clothing for girls and boys sizes 7-16 (Long sleeved 

tops, sweat shirts, leggings, jeans are most needed) 

Gently used shoes for boys and girls, especially athletic shoes 

and boots  

Packs of NEW girls & boys undies, 

especially smaller sizes 

New toiletries such as deodorant, 

shampoo/cond., body wash, 

hairbrushes, hair ties and barrettes, 

chapstick, toothbrushes 

 

 

 

 

If you would be interested in helping to keep the 

Mustang Closet sorted and organized please contact our 

school counselor Stacey Estenson at sestenson@asd103.org or the 

Mustang Closet facilitator Jennifer Aggergaard at 

aggergaard@comcast.net 
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We have now reached 182 members!   

Only 18 away from our goal of 200.   

It is never too late to join so keep them coming and support our PTA. 

 

The directory is here!  An electronic version of the Mt. Erie PTA directory have been emailed to all current members.  

If you have not received one, contact Diane at dianekuen@gmail.com and she will get one to you.  All new members 

will also receive one so join today. 

 

Dues are $10 for an individual and $16 for a dual membership annually. 
 

 

Membership forms are available in the school office 

or online at http://www.mteriepta.org.  Please return 

your form with a check made out to Mt. Erie PTA to 

the school office. 

 

Thank you for your support! 

 

 

School Bond Election - February 10, 2015  

For more information, sign up to receive a yard sign and 

more: see http://citizensforanacortesschools.org/ 
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Earn easy money for Mt. Erie when you shop from 
the Amazon website using the special link (you can 
bookmark or favorite the link in your browser; you still 

use your own Amazon log-in).By entering the site 
through http://bit.ly/mterieamazon, a percentage of 

your purchase is automatically donated by Amazon to the 

school. Last year we raised about $700! 
 

School Spirit Fridays 
Wear your 

MUSTANG 

Shirts and Colors!!! 
 

Remember use Debit/Cash/Check 

at Safeway to benefit Mt. Erie 
 

Not signed up?  

go to: 

www.escrip.com/safewaystores/safeway/ 

http://bit.ly/mterieamazon
http://bit.ly/mterieamazon
http://bit.ly/mterieamazon
http://www.escrip.com/safewaystores/safeway/index.jsp


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

New Recycling Program at Mt. Erie! 

 
Sometimes you can give without spending a cent – recycle your old printer 

cartridges, cell phones, e-readers and laptops at Mt. Erie to fund raise for 

our children’s programs. Mt. Erie PTA is taking part of Cartridges for Kids and Terracycle 

recycling fundraising programs. Both programs will recycle used electronics and keep them 

out of the landfill. Earlier this month Mt. Erie parents and kids volunteered at the Kiwanis 

AKTION Club Monthly Electronics recycling program, helping remove printer cartridges 

from printers, cutting cords so they could be stripped for copper recycling, and learning 

about how electronics can be recycled rather than thrown away. 
 

Did you know that: 

 In the US alone, about 375 million printer cartridges end up in landfills each year. 
That’s about 12 cartridges thrown away every second.  

 The average American cell phone user purchases a new phone every 18 months 
and owns 3 or more expired cell phones. 

 Less than 1% of American cell phone owners recycle their old cell handsets. 

 About  9 million laptops are sent to landfills every year. 

 About 125 million cell phones are sent to landfills every year. 
 
Help us Help the Earth and Mt. Erie kids – put a collection bag for used printer 
cartridges, cell phones, laptops/tablets/e-readers at work now, and turn them in 
to recycle at school. Do you have an old laptop but are worried about erasing your 
personal information before recycling it? Download a program such as “Darik’s Boot 
and Nuke: from http://www.dban.org/ , and show your kids how to securely wipe the 
hard drive. Or tape a note on your laptop (with power cord) when you turn it in and 
we’ll do it for you.   

                                                     

http://www.dban.org/


Mt. Erie PTA Board of Directors and Ad-Hoc Committee Leaders 
Thank you to all these fabulous volunteers and other committee members not listed!! 

 
Executive Board     Ad-Hoc Committee Chairs  Stephen P. Williams 

Terri Piorkowski    Alethea Fleming  Science/Tech Careers Family Night 

President     Reading is Fundamental (RIF) stephen.p.williams@shell.com  

tlpiorkowski@yahoo.com   dralethea@vitalagingclinic.com Sarah Nichols 

Tor Fleming     Melinda Moore   Lunch Program Coord & Food to Thought 

Vice President     Yearbook   sarah@aquarianaudio.com 

domtor@dtfleming.com    mmoore@asd103.org  Polly Dubbel 

Gail Tabor     Nicole Johnston  Mountain School Coordinator,  

Secretary     Stop and Move   Talent Show 

gailtabor@mac.com     nicolej@cityofanacortes.org   hooverdubbel@gmail.com   

Sonia Hambleton         Gina Thomas 

Co-Treasurer     Astrea Miller   Box Tops, Campbell’s Soup Labels, 

soniahambleton@hotmail.com   Communications -website/FB ACT (Anacortes Community Theatre) 

Heidi Harris     info@natureday.com   ginat123@comcast.net 

Co-Treasurer     Karman Paul   OPEN**** 

heidicharris@msn.com     Mustang Wear Sales  Walk & Wheel  

      karmielynn@gmail.com  Peter Donaldson 

Committee Chairs-Board of Directors   OPEN ****   Principal 

Diane Peterson    Fundraising-Safeway Escrip   

Membership/volunteer list   Lisa Kuhnlein  

dianekuen@gmail.com    Art Club/Mustang Art Gallery   

Sarah Nichols     lisa@kuhnlein.com   See a position that’s open 

Legislative/Advocacy    Laura Willingham   that you may be interested 

sarah@aquarianaudio.com   Grant Writer Liason   in? Contact Terri for more 

Megan Schorr     laura_willingham@yahoo.com   details! 

pdonaldson@asd103.org    Debbie Martin/Martha Harper 

Watch D.O.G.S. Coordinator   Community Garden Liaison  

megan@anacorteskayaktours.com  rimlily@hotmail.com   

Leslie Tysseling    Polly Dubbel 

School District Liaison    Spring Family Night-Talent Show  

casaverdegi@hotmail.com   hooverdubbel@gmail.com   

DanaLee Hanks    Megan Atterberry/Leslie Tysseling 

Young Authors Coordinator                           Fall Family Night-Harvest Night 

Suzy Gilbert & Merdith McIlmoyle              luccalily@comcast.net 

Hospitality/Staff Appreciation   casaverdegi@hotmail.com  

suzygilbert@gmail.com    Shannon Conley 

OPEN***     Spring Walk-a-Thon   

Fundraising Coordinator      

      

Volunteer Coordinator    Young Author's Coordinator 

Upcoming Events 

Nov 24: PTA General Membership Meeting    Dec 1-5: Book Fair-Mt. Erie Library 

 3:30-5:00 pm Mt. Erie Library   Dec 11: Winter Concert- Grades 1, 3,5 

Nov 26: K-12 Early Release      Brodniak Hall, AHS 

Nov 27-28: Thanksgiving Break No School   Dec 15: PTA Board Meeting 2:00-3:30 pm 
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